History and Systems in Psychology

PSYC 465; Section 004

Spring, 2002

Instructor:  Dr. Darren Ritzer                                                  Office:  King Hall 2051 

E-mail:  slyritz@erols.com                                           Office Hours:  Thurs: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Phone:   (703) 993 – 1305 (during office hrs only)                                                             

Text:  Leahey, T.H. (2001)  A History of Modern Psychology. (3rd ed.)  Prentice-Hall, Inc. 

Course Objectives:  This course will trace the development of psychology as a discipline.  Students will become familiar with the major individuals, schools of thought, and important events in the history of psychology.  Emphasis will be placed on modern psychology (i.e. the Nineteenth century and beyond) and the historical context in which psychology developed.   

Grading:  Final grades will be based on a 400 point scale.  Seventy five percent (75%) of the course grade will be the accumulation of points earned on three scheduled exams.  The remaining twenty five percent (25%) of the course grade will be earned from a 5-8 page research paper that will be assigned during the semester. 

300 points: 3 exams worth 100 points each

There will be two exams and a final exam.  The exams will include material covered in class as well as material from the textbook.  The format will be true/false, multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, short answer and essay.  Each exam, including the final exam, will be worth 100 points.  The exams will be non-cumulative.  NO MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN without a legitimate, documented excuse! 

100 points: 5-8 page research paper worth 100 points

The research paper assignment and the due date will be explained further in class; therefore, class attendance is crucial for success.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the scheduled date.  Late assignments will be penalized two points per day.  Assignments handed in after the start of class on the due date will be considered one day late.  Late assignments should be placed in my departmental mailbox (Ritzer) in David King Hall.       

Extra Credit:

Extra credit opportunities will be offered throughout the semester during class.  

Expectations:  This course covers a broad range of information in a short amount of time.  Class attendance and consistent preparation are crucial to success.  The material that is covered during class time will be similar, but not identical, to the material covered in the textbook.  It is to the student’s benefit to study the assigned readings before class in order to better understand presented material and to avoid falling behind in the readings.  Cramming the night before the exam is not a useful strategy.  Students are expected to demonstrate the utmost respect to fellow students.  Class time should be a time of active attention and participation in class activities.  Inappropriate disruptions (i.e., talking, cell phones, beepers) will not be tolerated.  Anyone who is late to class should make every effort to enter the room in a quiet and non-obtrusive fashion.

Honor System:  The Honor Code of George Mason University will be strictly enforced in this course.  It is a student’s responsibility to be familiar with the Honor Code, to abide by it at all times, and to assist the instructor in enforcing it.  Any suspected violation will be reported to the Honor Court.

Special Needs:  If any students have special needs or concerns, please see instructor.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Note: If class is cancelled due to emergency, 

the material for that day will be moved to the next regular class meeting.

Date:                         Topic                                                                         Chapter(s)

1/24                           Introduction / Psychology, Science, and History              1 

1/31                           Foundations of Psychology                                                2

2/7                             Psychology of Consciousness                                            3

2/14                           Psychology of the Unconscious                                         4

2/21                           EXAM 1

2/28                           Psychology of Adaptation                                                  5

3/7                             A Very Different Age (1880-1913)                                6 & 7            

3/14                           No Class – Spring Break  

3/21                           Golden Age of Behaviorism (1913-1950)                          8

3/28                           The Decline of Behaviorism (1950-1960)                          9  

4/4                             EXAM 2

4/11                           The Rise of Cognitive Science (1960-2000)                     10

4/18                           The Birth of Applied Psychology (1892-1919)                 11

4/25                           The Rise of Professional Psychology (1920-1950)           12  

5/2                             The Psychological Society (1950-2000)                            13

5/9                              FINAL EXAM:  7:30 pm – 10:15 pm 
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