
Psychology 881 (Sec. 004):  Assessment Supervision

PRIVATE 
Spring 2002

Instructor:  Otto Wahl

Phone:  993-1361

E-mail:  owahl@osf1.gmu.edu
Office hours:  David King 2044, Wed. 1-2

Structure of the course


1.  Group supervision:  All students will meet, as a group, on Mondays from 1:00 to 2:50 PM.  Group meetings will generally involve the following format:



General discussion:  The first 30-40 minutes will be relatively unstructured and



used for discussion of student and instructor-selected topics relevant to clinical 



work.  These may include readings on ethics and cultural diversity, topical issues in 



the news, and student experiences and reactions to clinical work. 



Student presentation of work:  The remainder of the group meeting will involve 



presentation of clinical material by students according to the schedule below.  



Clinical material will include tapes of interviews with clients, test results, and 



written reports.  The instructor and other students will provide constructive feedback 



to the designated presenter.  All students will have the opportunity to present 



material and receive feedback.


Visits with psychotherapy supervision groups:  In order to provide exposure to 


psychotherapy and psychotherapy supervision, we will join each of the 


psychotherapy supervision groups for one session during the semester.  

2. Individual supervision:  Each student will meet with the instructor for individual 

supervision at least once for each intellectual assessment.  Additional supervision sessions may be arranged as needed.  


3.  Clinical assignments:  Students are expected to complete three intellectual assessments with clients from the GMU Psychological Clinic.  These will be the basis of presentations in group supervision and discussions in individual supervision.  Interviews, testing, and feedback sessions should be taped (audio or video) for review and presentation.


4.  Readings:  Readings (on ethics, cultural diversity, or other issues relevant to the specific assigned cases) may be assigned during the semester.


5.  Evaluation:  At the end of the semester, students will receive feedback on their clinical performance.  This will come in the form of quantitative ratings of specific skills utilizing the form found in the Clinical program handbook and a narrative description of strengths and weaknesses.  This evaluation will be presented to and discussed with students prior to the end-of-semester clinical faculty student evaluation meeting.  (All supervisors will be following this same procedure and using the same rating instrument.)


6.  Additional procedures:  The responsibilities of supervisors and supervisees have been spelled out in the Clinical Doctoral Handbook.  Students should review these for group supervision discussion.  In addition, the Clinic Director will provide supervisors with feedback concerning students’ professional conduct at the Clinic and their adherence to Clinic procedures.  Finally, students will be provided with a questionnaire (the Practicum Supervisor Evaluation Form, found in the Handbook) to be turned in to the Director of Clinical Training--or a designated alternative faculty member--by which students can evaluate faculty supervisors.


Tentative Schedule of Class Topics

1/28

Discussion of syllabus, initial contacts, and sessions with clients

2/4

Clinical and assessment issues

2/11

Initial interviews #1

2/18

Test results #1

2/25

Feedback sessions #1

3/4

Ethics discussion; initial interview #2

3/11

NO CLASS; SPRING BREAK

3/18

Meet with psychotherapy supervision group

3/25

Test results #2

4/2

Meet with psychotherapy supervision group

4/9

Feedback sessions #2

4/16

Meet with psychotherapy supervision group

4/23

Interviews and test results #3

4/30

Feedback sessions #3

5/6

Closing business

