PSYCHOLOGY 300 (003) - Analysis and Interpretation of Psychological Data 

SPRING 2003  M  7:20-10:00 pm
  
ROB B 203 

INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Patricia Wanschura 
   Office: David-King 2020  
Phone:    703 993-4118 
   Email:  pwanschu@gmu.edu
OFFICE HOURS:     Mon – 1:30 – 4:00 pm;     F-12:30-2:00 pm 
                                   Other times by appointment 

LAB:   (205) Wednesday  6:00 - 7:50 pm  David-King 1005 
            (206)  Wednesday  8:00 am - 9:50 pm  David-King 1005 

LAB TA:  Bryan Wiggins   (bwiggin2@gmu.edu) 

TEXT:  Gravetter, F. & Wallnau, L.(2000)  Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences (5th ed). New York: West
             (Optional STUDY GUIDE) (Some have found it really helpful) 

GOALS: This course is designed to help you understand the principles and concepts underlying the use of statistics. We will cover descriptive and inferential statistics, and you will be expected to understand, apply, and interpret various statistical techniques. 

TECHNOLOGY: We will be using the statistical package SPSS in most of the laboratory sessions. In addition, we will use Web CT primarily for extra credit quizzes and reporting of test grades. The best way to contact me is through the use of e-mail. 

To use Web CT you will need to go to http://webct.gmu.edu. You click on Login and it will then ask for your user name (your Mason e-mail name – see sheet in class or go to http://www.gmu.edu//mlnavbar/finder/index.html  and enter last name) and your password (the last 4 digits of your student number/social security number). Then a list of courses you have on webct will appear and you click on Psy 300.  There is also a website that explains webct – http://www.irc.gmu.edu/Webct/default.asp 

EXAMS:  Exams will consist of multiple-choice, matching, true/false, short answer and problem questions.  Calculators will be allowed, but all work must be shown.  Emphasis will be on concepts and correct use of formulas (a formula sheet will be given) rather than numerical answers. (Math errors only merit a .5 pt deduction). Exams will focus on the chapters covered since the last test, but the final will be partially cumulative (some multiple choice from old exams and “choose the test” with statistical tests covered on earlier exams).  Exams will include material covered in lecture, laboratory, text and handouts. 

 We are aiming for mastery of the material, so a re-take exam will be given after all exams (except the final).  For the first two exams, students may take the better grade of the original and retake exams.  (So, if a student should score lower on the retest, the higher grade will be kept). For the last exam, students can earn the average of the two exams or can increase their grade up to two letter grades (whichever technique gives the better score). 

These retake exams will be given in the second half of lab.  The lab will continue for all those not taking the retake, and students are expected to make up any work that they missed while taking the retake exam. (It is to your advantage to use the retake as an emergency backup, not a routine event, because you will fall behind in the new material). There will be no other make-up exams, unless there are unusual circumstances.  If some emergency should arise, I need to receive an e-mail or voice mail message  BEFORE the scheduled exam. 

You will need a GREEN scantron ( 882-ES - the one without the student ID number) and a calculator for exams.  I will provide formula sheets and tables (as necessary).

FEEDBACK forms: There will be 4 feedback forms in the course of the semester on which you will indicate how comfortable you are with the material and which concepts are the most and least clear. These will be worth 2 pts each.  I will count 3.  If you have all 4, I will count the 4th as extra credit. 

EXTRA CREDIT QUIZZES:  There will be 4 extra credit quizzes on-line through Web CT.  If you get at least 70% of the multiple choice questions correct (i.e. 7 out of 10), you will earn 2 points extra credit for that quiz. 

GRADES:  Grades will be based on a total of 371 points - Exam 1 (65 pts), Exam 2 (75 pts), Exam 3 (75 pts), Final (80 pts), Lab (70 pts).  Feedback forms (6 pts). Letter grades will be A= 345 pts; A- = 334 pts; B+= 322.5 pts; B= 308 pts; B- = 297 pts; C+= 285.5 pts; C= 260 pts; D= 222.5 pts; F= below 222.5 pts. 

LAB:  Bryan Wiggins is totally responsible for the laboratory, quizzes and lab grades, which will total approximately 18% of your class grade.  You are expected to attend the lab session in which you are officially enrolled. 

HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class. 
  

SYLLABUS*

M 1/27

Chap 1 & 2

M 2/3

Chap 2 & 3

M 2/10

Chap 4 & 5

M 2/17

Chap 6; Review

W 2/19

EXAM 1 (Ch 1-5) in LAB

M 2/24

Chap 6 & 7

W 2/26

RETAKE #1 in lab

M 3/3

Chap 8

M 3/10

SPRING BREAK

M 3/17

Chap 9 & 10

M 3/24

Chap 11; Review

W 3/26

EXAM 2 (Ch 6-10) in LAB

M 3/31

Chap 12 & 13

W 4/2

RETAKE #2 in lab

M 4/7

Chap 13 & 14

M 4/14

Chap 15; Review

W 4/16

EXAM 3 (Ch 11-14) in LAB

M 4/21

Chap 15 & 16

W 4/23

RETAKE #3 in lab

M 4/28

Chap 16 & 17

M 5/5

Chap 17; Review

M 5/12

FINAL – (Ch 15-17) Some cumulative    7:30-10:15 pm  Rob B203


* Syllabus subject to change as necessary

