LAB SYLLABUS
PSYCHOLOGY 301 – Research Methods in Psychology
Fall 2002 – 
Section 201 Tuesdays 12:30pm – 2:20pm
Section 202 Tuesdays 2:30pm – 4:20pm 
Instructor:  Alicia Fields




Email: afields@gmu.edu

Office:  David King 1034A (GTA Office)


Phone: 301-792-3774 (cell)
Office Hour: Tuesdays 10:30am – 11:30am


Required Texts: 
Langston, William (2002).  Research Methods Laboratory Manual for Psychology.   

Wadsworth: United States.


Thaiss, Christopher & Sanford, James F. (2000).  Writing for Psychology.  




Allyn and Bacon: Boston.  

Course Goals:  
The primary goals of this lab section are to master the fundamentals of research design, methodology, and analysis, interpretation of data, and research report writing in APA style.  Students will also learn to use technological resources including PsycInfo and other search databases to complete literature reviews.  These goals will be accomplished through the completion of readings, lab reports and in-class writings, assignments, and discussions.   Students are expected to come to lab prepared (with required materials and assigned projects) and to participate actively in discussions.  
Policies:  
It is the responsibility of each student to attend class and check your GMU email account regularly, and keep current in readings and assignments.   In addition to written homework assignments and papers, there will be in-class assignments and activities, including in-class writing, discussions, and quizzes (announced or unannounced) which will account for the class participation portion of your lab grade.  No make-ups will be given for missed in-class work.  Locating and printing research articles is the responsibility of the student.
No late assignments will be accepted.  All assignments must be completed by the date on which they are due.  No partial credit will be given for late assignments.  No assignments will be accepted via email unless they have been specifically requested in this format. Technological problems are the responsibility of the student.  

If you have questions about course material or assigned work, feel free to visit my office hour in David King.  However, I request that you always call me at 301-792-3774, before your arrival.  

Honor Code: 


All lab reports and other assignments are expected to be completely original work by the student.  Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports.   However, quotes should be used sparingly in reports and always appropriately referenced.  Under no circumstances should papers be collaborations between students.  This is considered plagiarism and plagiarism will not be tolerated.   
Lab Schedule
	Week
	

Date
	Class Objectives
	Assignments

	
	
	
	

	1
	1/21
	Introduction to the course, overview of APA format, introduction to library resources
	Obtain required lab materials. 

Find assigned article using PsycInfo. Read Ch 1 in Langston.

	2
	1/28
	Importance of APA format, discussion of Methods and Results sections, and overview of descriptive research methods.  Observational design.
	Read Ch 1 & 2 in Thaiss.  Work on observation assignment.

	3
	2/4
	Observational design.  In-class writing workshop on methods and results sections.
	Complete Method and Results sections for observation assignment.  

	4
	2/11
	Discussion of the use of correlations and surveys in psychological research.  Method and Results sections of observational assignment due.
	Read Ch 2 & 3 in Langston.

	5
	2/18
	Discuss assignment.  Complete Stroop experiment.  Method and Results sections returned.  
	Complete Method and Results sections for survey.  Read Ch 4-6 in Langston.
Do literature search for first paper.  Begin reading articles. Bring reference articles to next class meeting.

	6
	2/25
	Discussion of Introduction section.  Method and Results sections for correlational assignment due. Quiz.
	Complete First Draft of Introduction section.  Read Thaiss Ch 3 & 4.

	7
	3/4
	In-class writing workshop on the Discussion section.  Method and Results sections returned.  First Draft of Introduction section due.
	Complete Draft of Discussion section.  Work on other parts of the final paper.

	
	3/11
	Spring Break 


	

	8
	3/18
	Peer review of Discussion sections.  Introduction section returned.   Discussion Section due.
	Complete paper 1.

	9
	3/25
	Introduce final project and review guidelines.  Work on proposal ideas.  Factorial designs.  Paper 1 due.
	Begin literature search for final proposal.  Prepare a list of 5-6 references.  Receive approval of final project topic from instructor.

	10
	4/1
	Discussion of final project topics.  Peer review of proposals.  Abstract section.  List of references due.  
	Complete Abstract for proposal topic.  Continue working on proposal.

	11
	4/8
	Paper 1 returned and discussed.  Peer review of abstracts.  Abstract due.  Discuss Informed Consent.  
	Continue working on proposal. Complete Informed Consent for final proposal.

	12
	4/15
	Discuss progress on final projects.  Informed Consent due.
	 Continue working on proposal.

	13
	4/22
	Peer review of proposals.  Discuss presentations.  
	Complete final proposal.  Prepare class presentation.

	14
	4/29
	Final paper due.  Class presentations.
	


Grading Criteria:
Class participation



50 points


Written homework & Quizzes 

60 points

 

4 assignments, 10 points each & 
1 20-point quiz
Observation write-up 



25 points
(Method & Results sections)



Survey write-up



25 points

(Method & Results sections)

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)


30 points

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)


15 points

Completed Paper 1



100 points

Abstract Draft




10 points

(Final Proposal)
Informed Consent Draft


15 points

(Final Proposal)







Final Proposal




100 points
Final Proposal Presentation 


25 points





Total

445 points
Reminder:  You must turn in 2 copies of both full papers (paper 1 and final proposal) and copies of all reference articles used in these papers.  If copies are not turned in for both papers, there will be a point deduction from both papers.  No exceptions. 

Final Proposal Assignment -Psychology 301


The last/second full writing assignment project is to be an original experimental proposal or partial-replication of an experiment relevant to topics in Psychology.  The student may “propose” a project from any area of psychology.  Correlational or observational studies are acceptable but studies with at least one variable to manipulate are encouraged.

 Students are required to write a proposal using APA format.  A minimum of five references is required.  The proposals must be projects that are plausible in that the project could realistically be completed.  For example, if I wanted to test 100 amnesic patients, it would not be plausible because it would be extremely unlikely that I would have access to 100 amnesic patients. 


Since this is a proposal of research to be conducted in the future, the paper should be written as such.   Below are a few examples

a. “The present project is designed to investigate whether older adults recall more items than younger adults.”

b. “The participants will be tested in a laboratory setting.”

c.  Participants will be presented with lists of words from……”

The proposals must include the following:

1. An Introduction section that introducers the question/problem and includes a review of the literature relevant to the topic.  The hypothesis should also be stated at the end of the introduction. 

2. A Method section that includes the design (e.g., a 2 X 2 mixed factorial), participants, materials and procedure.  All of the sections should be written in appropriate APA format.

3. A Results section should briefly describe how the data would be analyzed and what the expected result would be based on the hypothesis.  Students should not be asked to “make up” findings, but should discuss the likely direction of the outcome based on previous findings.

4. A Discussion/Conclusion section should include the following:

a.  A critique of their own design

b. What would this research contribute to the literature if the hypothesis were supported?

c. A discussion of what would be done next if the hypothesis were supported.  In other words, what would be the next step in the research or what would the researcher do next.

d. Additional ideas if the hypothesis were not supported could be added.

5. An Abstract should be included as well.  Students may include an expected outcome rather than a real outcome.  Again the text should be written in the future tense.  (It would be expected that older adults would recall fewer words than younger adults.)

All students must attach the measures/materials to be used (e.g., a survey). The exceptions would be if the survey has to be bought. In that case they could simply cite sample questions.

Each student should write an Informed Consent to turn in with the proposal.  The process of developing an informed consent will be discussed in the labs.

When the final proposals are turned in to the lab instructor, students must include the following: 

a. A copy of all articles referenced in the report, copies of the measures etc mentioned above 

b. Two copies of the final paper.  If all of these are not included, there will be a grade reduction.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

Final Presentation

Each student is required to present the proposal to his/her classmates the last day of lab class.   It is an opportunity for students to demonstrate to their classmates what kind of research they are interested in and what they think the study would reveal.  This presentation should be considered as an informal conversation with their classmates as well as a good opportunity to “practice” speaking in front of others.  

All materials will be returned to the students at the end of the semester.  TAs should give the extra copy to Dr. Linda Chrosniak for her files.  We keep copies of all papers written in Psychology 301 to minimize plagiarism and to use in writing assessments for the university.

