Course:  Sensation, Perception and Information Processing

PSY 309 LAB 

Spring, 2003

Instructor:  Mimika Maloutas   

Lab Sections: 201 Mondays 6pm-7:50pm

                        202 Mondays 8pm-9:50pm                                         

Office:  David King Hall Rm 1034 B

Office Hours:  Monday 4:30-5:30pm or by appointment

Email:  mmalouta@gmu.edu
                                                Tentative 309 LAB schedule 

	         Date(s)                           
	             Topic(s)
	                 Due

	          1/27
	  Introduction/Objectives/

        Visual System 
	

	          2/03
	       Visual system/

  Experimental design
	

	   *     2/10
	  Experimental design

      /APA guidelines
	   Research proposal topic

	          2/17
	       Review for Exam 1
	

	   *     2/24
	  Vision/ Introduction
	Annotated Bibliography #1              

	          3/03
	  Auditory system/Methods
	

	          3/10
	                                  Spring Break

	   *     3/17
	  Auditory system/Analysis
	Annotated Bibliography #2

	          3/24
	  Touch     /    Discussion
	

	   *     3/31
	    Review for Exam 2
	        Intro section

	   *     4/07 
	   Smell / Internal Validity
	     Methods  Section

	   *     4/14
	       Taste/  Abstract
	Analysis Plan & Discussion

	   *     4/21  
	External Validity/Threats
	          Abstract

	   *     4/28
	          Development
	   Presentation of proposal 

	   *     5/05
	       Review for Exam 3
	     Research Proposal


Lab requirements:
In order to meet lab requirements and earn all possible points, you will need to complete all assignments and projects (on the due dates) represented on the above schedule.  The grade that you will receive in this lab constitutes a substantive portion of your overall grade that you will receive for PSY 309.  More specifically, this lab will represent 35% of your final grade for this course, and a significant portion of the grade you will receive in this lab will be based on lab participation, so attendance is a major component of this lab’s requirements.  

Grades

Your lab grade will be calculated based on the following 100-point system:

Lab participation                                 20 points

Annotated bibliography #1                   5 points                                          

Annotated bibliography #2                   5 points  

Introduction section                            10 points

Methods section                                  10 points   

Analysis Plan  & Discussion               10 points   

Abstract                                               10 points

Proposal Presentation                          10 points

Research Proposal                               20 points

Total number of possible points:       100 points

Research proposal: 

As it is indicated above, a major requirement for this lab is the completion of a research proposal satisfying APA guidelines on a topic of your interest related to sensation and perception.  In order to earn a better understanding of the process of writing an APA paper, the lab assignments were constructed in such a way so that each part of the research proposal represents a single lab project.   This process will enable you to do the appropriate research that is required for this paper, and will provide you with the appropriate amount of time that may be necessary for you to complete this lab requirement, as you will be working on it throughout the semester.  

 Annotated Bibliography #1 and #2

As you will be advised in the lab, you will need to do research on your topic and find a minimum of ten articles (from scientific journals) that you will use for writing the Introduction section of your proposal.  Thus, writing two annotated bibliographies will be useful for constructing later your literature review that will be included in the introduction section of your research proposal.  Therefore, annotated bibliographies #1 and #2 will be each composed by the reviews of five articles.  

Late assignments   

For lab assignments that may be submitted at a later time than the specified due date, there will be a 20% point deduction for every week that the assignment is not turned in (unless there is early notification or a legitimate excuse for the student being absent such as doctor’s note etc). Please, remember that lab attendance is a major component of your lab and overall grade in this course. 

