Tues-Thurs, 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.




George Mason UniversityPRIVATE 

Robinson Hall - Room B-218





           Spring 2003


PSYC 313 - CHILD PSYCHOLOGY - SECTION 002

Ruth Mutchler, Ph.D.




    Tel:
 703/893-4357 (Voice Mail)

Office Hours: Tues, 12:00 p.m. & By Appointment                          David King Hall,  Rm 2068

Purpose of Course:  Study of human psychological development from conception to adolescence, including such topics as genetic factors, emotional and intellectual growth, and environmental influences.  Additionally, relevance of theories and research to everyday life, and the cultural issues related to living in a  pluralistic society will be considered.

Texts:
Berk, L. E. (2003).  Child development (6th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


Study Guide, prepared by JoDe Paladino & Laura E. Berk to accompany above text.


Elkind, D. (1994).  A sympathetic understanding of the child: Birth to sixteen (3rd ed.).


    Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


Pollack, W.  (1998).  Real boys: Rescuing our sons from the myths of boyhood. New 


    York: Random House. 


**************************

JAN 21

First Class, Introduction to the Course

JAN 23 

Ch 1 - History, Theory & Applied Directions

         28                      Ch 2 - Research Strategies

         30                      Ch 3 - Biological Foundations, Prenatal & Birth

FEB    4

Ch 4 - Infancy: Learning, Motor & Perceptual Capacities


6

Ch 5 - Physical Growth

FEB 11

Prepare for Exam 1 

FEB  13 

EXAM 1 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 1-5 & CLASS MATERIAL

FEB 18

Read Real Boys
FEB 20

TWO-PAGE REACTION PAPER ON Real Boys DUE





*2 pages, 2 copies (important), typed, double-spaced





*Your thoughts as you were reading the book






(not a summary of the book)
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FEB  25
  
Ch 6 - Cognitive: Piaget, Vygotsky, & Core Knowledge

         27

Ch 7 - Cognitive: Information Processing Perspective

MAR  4

Ch 8 - Intelligence

           6

Ch 9 - Language Development



MARCH 9-16
   SPRING BREAK - NO CLASSES

MAR 18
  
Ch 10 - Emotional Development

MAR  20

Prepare for Exam 2

MAR 25

EXAM 2 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 6-10 & CLASS MATERIAL

MAR 27

Read A Sympathetic Understanding of the Child

Apr  1   

REACTION PAPER ON A Sympathetic Understanding of




the Child DUE
APR  3


Ch 11 - Self & Social Understanding

          8

Ch 12 - Moral Development

         10

Ch 13 - Sex Differences & Gender Roles

         15

Ch 14 - The Family

          17

Ch 15 - Peers, Media & Schooling


APR 22 & 24

Prepare for Exam 3

APR 29

EXAM 3 - COVERS TEXT CHAPTERS 11-15 & CLASS MATERIAL

MAY 1

Last class  - Prepare for Final

********************

Final Exam:

Tuesday, May 13, 7:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. - Covers Entire Course

Everyone takes the final exam
Exam Format:
Multiple Choice
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Grading:

54%  
Highest two grades of the three midterm exams





No makeup midterms since one midterm grade is dropped




27%  
Final exam grade




10%  
Reaction papers to Real Boys, and  A Sympathetic Understanding of the Child  (5% each)




   9%  
Attendance, class participation, homework assignments, &

 



subjective evaluation of professor

Extra Credit:

Extra credit is welcome and valuable both to the class & to the 




instructor.  Although no extra points are given, it can prove 





beneficial if final grade falls near the border between two grades.

Attendance:

Attendance records will be kept and factored into the 9% above.

Last Day to Drop Without Dean's Permission:   Friday, February 21

Prerequisite for this Class:
 Six credits of psychology including PSYC 100 or permission of        instructor

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS CLASS


ALL ASSIGNED WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TO RECEIVE A FINAL GRADE .


EXAM 1

EXAM 2

EXAM 3

FINAL


 


REACTION PAPER TO Real Boys




REACTION PAPER TO A Sympathetic Understanding of the Child



