Abnormal Psychology Syllabus

Psyc325 002

Taught By:  Stefanie Joswick


Meeting Time:  MWF 12:30 – 1:20 

Phone:  (703) 818-2295



Location: Robinson Hall B111

E-mail:  sjoswick@gmu.edu


Office:  David King Hall room 2068

Office Hours: MW 11:30 AM-12:20 PM and by appt.  

Course Goals:


This course is designed to provide students with a solid foundation for understanding psychopathology using the field’s most current conceptualizations of abnormal behavior and mental disorders.  In addition, this course is designed to enhance students’ overall education in psychology through a better understanding of a variety of psychological illnesses.  

Textbook:

Ronald J. Comer, Abnormal Psychology, 4th Ed.

Grading:

· Final grades will be based on a total of 350 possible points.  Each of three tests will be worth a total of 100 points, and group presentations will be worth a possible 50 points.  

· The format of all tests will be multiple choice with possible short answer questions.  

· Extra credit can be earned by participating in psychology research.  Students may participate in research experiments and earn 1 point for every hour of participation.  As many as 6 points may be earned.    To sign up for experiments, go to www.experimetrix.com/edu.  You must enter a GMU e-mail account in order to participate, so activate your account if you haven’t already done so.

· Disabled students needing special services must see the instructor within the first week of class.  

Schedule:

Students are expected to read textbook Chapters BEFORE the scheduled lecture.

Week 1

W 1/22
Introduction, Syllabi given out, Lecture: Overview of abnormal behavior and mental Disorders, Discussion of the DSM IV-TR   

F 1/24


Chapter 1: History of Abnormal Psychology

Week 2


M 1/27


Chapter 1 continued 

W1/29, & F 1/31 
Chapter 2: Researching abnormal psychology

Week 3 

M 2/3, W 2/5

Chapter 4: Assessment of abnormal behavior


F 2/7
 

Chapter 3: Theories of psychopathology

Week 4


M 2/10, & W 2/12
Chapter 3 continued
F 2/14


Test 1: Chapters 1-4 and Lecture material
Week 5

M 2/17


Review Test, Chapter 5: GAD and Phobias  



W 2/19, & F 2/21
Chapter 5: GAD and phobias GP-1 -- “Bandits”
Week 6

M 2/24


Chapter 6: Panic, OCD, & stress disorders 

W 2/26, & F 2/28
Ch 6 Continued, GP 2 – “As Good as it Gets”
Week 7

M 3/3, & W 3/5
Chapter 7: Mood Disorders

F  3/7


Chapter 8: Treatment for Mood Disorders

Week 8 


SPRING BREAK!!!

Week 9

M 3/17


Chapter 9: Suicide 

W 3/19


Suicide continued, GP 3—“Dead Poet’s Society”

F  3/21 

Test 2: Chapters 5-9 and Lecture material
Week 10

M 3/24, W 3/26
Chapter 10: Psychosocial and physical disorders

F 3/28


Chapter 11: Eating Disorders

Week 11

M 3/31


Ch 11 continued

W 4/2


Chapter 12: Substance-Related Disorders

F 4/4


Chapter 12 continued, GP 4 – “28 Days”
Week 12

M 4/7, W 4/9

Chapter 14: Intro to Schizophrenia

F 4/11


Chapter 14 continued,  GP 5 -- “A Beautiful Mind”

Week 13

M 4/14, W 4/16, F 4/18 
Chapter 15: Schizophrenia

Week 14 

M 4/21


Chapter 16, Disorders of Cognitive functioning 

W 4/23


Ch 16 continued GP—6 “Memento”


F 4/25


Chapter 17 Personality Disorders

Week 15


M 4/28


Chapter 17 continued

W 4/30

Ch 17 continued GP 7--“Girl, Interrupted”


F 5/2  


Wrap Up GP 8—“The Breakfast Club”



Week 16

M 5/5
Test 3:  Chapters 10-12, 14-17 and Lecture material.  (This is your final exam.  No, it is not cumulative).

(This schedule is tentative and is subject to change as the lecture material progresses.)

Presentations: 


Students will divide into groups for group presentations.  Each group will be assigned to watch a movie that is germane to a class topic and then, in an oral presentation, discuss its relevance to a specific disorder based on DSM IV-TR criteria.  Areas of discussion should include 1) the accuracy of the media’s depiction of the disorder, 2) issues of stigmatization, 3) strengths and weaknesses of the ways in which the disorder is displayed, 4) treatments used (if any), and 5) how this movie has helped or hindered their understanding of the disorder.   Grading will be based on the creative, cooperative presentation and discussion led by the group.  This assignment is designed to help students view the role of abnormal psychology in our everyday lives and to evaluate it based on newly learned information from this course.  Presentations should be about 20 minutes long and must have a 1 page handout to be distributed to the class.

Honor Code:  The GMU Honor Code applies to this course.

