ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY
PSYCHOLOGY 325

SPRING 2003

THURSDAYS – 7:20pm – 10pm

DAVID KING HALL – ROOM 2053

INSTRUCTOR:     




Bettina Kanitz, Ph.D.

OFFICE:  
Adjunct Faculty Office – David King Hall

*E-Mail: 





 BKASAMMY@aol.com
*This is the best way to communicate with me.
OFFICE HOURS:   
Thursdays 6:30-7:15 or by appointment

*TEXT BOOK: 
Sue, D., Sue, D., & Sue, S. (2003).  Understanding abnormal behavior, 7th edition.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company. 

*Study Guide is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
COURSE OBJECTIVE:

Welcome to Abnormal Psychology!  This course will cover many interesting topics pertinent to the assessment, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of mental, emotional, & behavioral problems/disorders including mood and anxiety disorders, psychoses, personality disorders, etc.

Students are expected to attend each class, think critically about course material and related topics, read text chapters in a timely and thorough manner, and to participate in class discussions as well as other types or interactive learning activities.  Typically, the class will be partitioned into three parts:  1) lecture, 2) interactive group learning activities, & 3) lecture.  We will have two 10 minute breaks during the class period.

EXAMINATIONS:

There will be a total of three exams.  The exams will cover material from the assigned chapters as well as any additional material presented in class (lecture, handouts, films, etc.). The tests may include multiple choice items as well as short answer or true-false items.  The final exam will not be cumulative.

MAKE-UP EXAMS:
Make-up exams will be scheduled only in EXTREME circumstances which warrant such a need.  It is the student’s responsibility to broach this topic with the instructor in any case. 

GRADING POLICY:

Final grades will be computed according to a 300 point scale.  The derives from a total of three exams (each worth 100 points).  

HONOR CODE:

The Honor Code of George Mason University will be adhered to in this course.  It is the responsibility of each student to know and abide by this code. Please refer to the current George Mason University Catelog to access the Honor Code.  
Outline of Course Topics & Reading Assignments

(Dates may be subject to slight changes)

Date




Topic




Chapter(s)

1/23/03


Introduction





1




What is Abnormality?

1/30/03


Models of Abnormal Behavior


2
2/6/03



Assessment, Classification & the




Scientific Method in Abnormal Psychology

3 & 4

2/13/03


Anxiety Disorders




5
2/20/03


Dissociative & Somatoform Disorders

6
2/27/03


TEST 1:  Chapters 1,2,3,4,5, & 6
3/6/03



Personality Disorders & Impulse Control

8 





Disorders
3/13/03


NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK
3/20/03


Substance-Related Disorders



9

3/27/03


Sexual & Gender Identity Disorders


10
4/3/03



Mood Disorders & Suicide



11 &  12
4/10/03


TEST II:  Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, & 12

4/17/03


Schizophrenia





13

4/24/03


Disorders of Childhood & Adolescence

15 & 16




Eating Disorders

5/1/03



Legal & Ethical Issues in Abnormal


18 





Psychology

5/8/03



Final Exam:  7:30-10:15pm
Chapters 13, 15, 16, & 18

