Physiological Psychology Lab

PSYC 373, Spring 2003

Instructor:

Tracey Wheeler

E-mail address:
twheele2@gmu.edu
Class time:

Wednesday   (6 – 7:50 PM) or (8 – 9:50 PM)

Class location:
DK 3044 


Office phone #:
703-993-1358

Office hours:

Wednesday 5-6 PM

Office location:
DK 2027

Note:  If I am not in DK 2027 during office hours, I will be in the classroom (DK 3044)  

Materials you need to buy:

· Dissection kit

· 2 sheep brains (eyeballs will be provided for you)  (Note:  you have to ask someone at the downstairs bookstore desk for the brains)

· 2 small Tupperware containers to store brains or 1 large 

Zip-lock bag

· copy packet from bookstore

· Northcutt, R.G., Williams, K.L. & Barber R.P.  (1966).  Atlas of the Sheep Brain.  Stipes Publishing Company; Champaign, IL.  

Things to Know:

It is strongly recommended that you attend class.  Although points are not taken for attendance, it can directly affect your grade.  You are responsible for all material covered in class.  Attendance during dissections is imperative—this is the only opportunity you will have to view critical areas in a real sheep brain or eye.  

If you must miss class—please go to a classmate first for notes.  I will be glad to meet with you to discuss anything you do not understand after you do this, but beware that I cannot walk through dissections again.  

Part of your grade in this class is the Lab Practical Exams.  These exams consist of several pinned brains/brain parts.  You will be expected to identify and/or answer question(s) about each.  The Lab Practical Exams cannot be made up at a later date!!!  This is extremely important—the nature of the exam does not allow it to be reproduced or preserved.  

Another large part of your grade in this class will be a presentation at the end of the semester.  Preparation for this assignment will involve written summaries of articles on a topic of your selection.  You will be graded on the content of a short (10 minute) presentation to the class as well as the quality of your visuals (e.g. poster or overheads).  

Regarding the article summaries: cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported and/or penalized.  You should cite any information that you are borrowing properly in APA format; otherwise, it should be your own.  

Article summaries will be due as outlined below.  Each summary will be worth 30 points.  Late Article summaries will be accepted until the class period 1 week following the due date but will only be worth a possible 15 points at that time.  Summaries will not be accepted any later than 1 week following the due date for that particular week.

Some of the material in this course can be difficult to grasp the first time around.  Be patient—by listening in class and talking to classmates and myself, these things will become more familiar.  I welcome questions via e-mail anytime.  I will also be glad to meet with you during office hours or by appointment concerning class material.  

This course does require participation in dissection of animal parts.  If you have a concern about taking part in this, please come talk to me.  

________________________________________________________________________

	Class Date
	What we will cover
	Due

	January 22
	Introduction / Course overview / Neurophysiology
	

	January 29 
	Neurophysiology Continued / Research Methods
	Presentation / Article Summary Topic Due

	February 5
	Neurophysiology Continued
	Select Article for Summary #1 – Turn in Next Week

	February 12
	Quiz #1 (Neurophysiology) / Brain Tour Part I
	Article Summary #1 Due

Bring Brain #1

	February 19
	Brain Tour Part II
	Bring Brain #1

	February 26
	Lab Practical #1 (Brain Tour) / Visual System Part I 
	Select Article for Summary #2 – Turn in Next Week

	March 5
	Visual System Part II

Eyeball Dissection
	Article Summary #2 Due

(eyeballs will be provided)

	March 12
	No Class – Spring Break!!!
	

	March 19
	Quiz #2 (Visual System) / Midsagittal Dissection I
	Bring Brain #1

	March 26
	Midsagittal Dissection II
	Select Article for Summary #3 – Turn in Next Week Bring Brain #1

	April 2
	Coronal Dissection 
	Article Summary #3 due

Bring Brain #2

	April 9
	Study Session for Lab Practical 
	Bring Brains to study

	April 16
	Lab Practical #2
	Begin to prepare for Poster Presentation – they start next week!

	April 23
	Poster Presentations
	(Randomly Selected Students)

	April 30
	Poster Presentations
	(Randomly Selected Students)


The instructor will not update students on their current class standing.  You may calculate your class standings by recording your points below.  

_______________________________________________________________________

Grades:






Your Points Earned

Quizzes (30 pts x 2)



 
 60 points
_________________

Class Attendance / Participation


 20 points
_________________

Lab Practical Exams (60 pts x 2)

 
120 points
_________________

Poster Presentation


    
 
 25 points
_________________


Article Summaries (30 pts x 3)

 
 90 points
_________________


Total 




315 points
_________________

Divide your points earned by the total points possible to get your overall percent.  Grades will be assigned as follows:

100–97 (A+) 

96-93 (A) 
92–90 (A-) 

89-87 (B+)

86-83 (B)
82-80 (B-) 

79-77 (C+)

76-73 (C)
72-70 (C-) 

69-60 (D)

59-0 (F)

Note:  Assignments, point distributions, class schedule, etc. may be changed during the course of the semester.  The instructor will announce any changes during class time.  You are responsible for these changes.  In the event you do not receive this information (due to lack of attendance or other), you remain responsible for these changes.  Therefore, it is very important that you contact another student to gather missed material when appropriate.  You may contact the instructor with further questions and/or clarification once you have gathered this information.

