Behavior Disorders of Childhood
PSYC 414-001
Syllabus – Spring 2003
118B Robinson Hall, Thursdays 7:20 - 10:00 pm


Instructor:
Cheryl A. Nolte

Phone:
(703) 304-5922

Box:
Psychology Dept. Mailroom

E-mail:
cnolte@gmu.edu

Office Hours and Location:
 Wednesday s 3:30-4:15 pm, Thursdays 5-7pm and by appointment; DK 2068


Required Text
Mash, E.J. & Wolfe, D.A. (2002) Abnormal Child Psychology,2nd Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Goal

This course will cover the theories, etiology, symptom presentation, diagnostic considerations, intervention, and prevention of the major behavior and emotional disorders affecting children and adolescents. The integration of biopsychosocial and systems (family and ecological) models will be emphasized to enhance student understanding of the multiple factors underlying behavioral and emotional disorders. Current debate and controversies will be discussed in light of recent research findings. It is expected that this class will be interactive and that students will participate in class discussions; significant portions of most classes will be devoted to discussion of case studies and materials. Please be sure to read the assigned chapters/pages and readings by the dates specified on the syllabus. 

Schedule
Date
Topic
Assignment

1/23
Introduction: Why Children’s Mental Health?
Chapter 1

1/30
What are normal behaviors? The BioPsychoSocial and Systems Models: Assessment, Diagnosis, Classification, and Etiology
Chapters 2, 4

2/6
Mental Retardation
Chapter 9

2/13
Autism and Pervasive Developmental Disorders
Chapter 10

2/20
Learning Disorders
Chapter 11

2/27
Internalizing Disorders: Anxiety and Depression
Chapters 7, 8

3/6
Exam 1


3/20
Obsessions, Compulsions, Tic, and Habit Disorders
Chapter 7

3/27
Externalizing Disorders I: AD/HD
Chapter 5

4/3
Externalizing Disorders II: Disruptive Behaviors 
Chapter 6

4/10
Wild Teens and Comorbidity (Paper Due)
Chapters 6, 14

4/17
Chronic Illness; Feeding & Elimination Disorders: Bottles & Pampers, Binge & Purge
Chapters 12, 13

4/24
Exam 2


5/1
Putting it all together


5/8
Final Exam


Honor Code
GMU operates under an explicit Honor Code. As a student at George Mason you are expected to be familiar with the code and to abide by its provisions. For this course, you may use any means available to you in order to learn the material. Group study is encouraged to facilitate learning. Examinations and papers must be your own work. Plagiarism is a violation of the Honor Code and will not be tolerated in this class. Many students experience anxiety related to exams. In an effort to reduce your anxieties, students will be permitted to bring one 3x5 index card to all in-class exams.
Evaluation
There will be two (2) noncumulative exams, a required paper, and a final.  The final examination will be held in accordance with the University exam schedule.

Grades: Grades will be determined based on the following breakdown:  

Exam 1: 25%

Exam 2: 25%

Paper: 20%
}


Final: 20%
Class participation and attendance: 10%
Exams: No makeup exams will be given. Exam 1 and Exam 2 will be non-cumulative and will be based on assigned chapters, handouts, readings, and class discussion. The final exam will be drawn from material covered throughout the semester; students may be asked to demonstrate their synthesis of knowledge gained throughout the course. Exams may include multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions. 

Paper: An 8 page (double-spaced) topical paper is due by class time on the date noted. The title page and reference page do not count towards the page total. Your paper may be longer than 8 pages if you wish; there is no maximum length. You must use at least 5 relevant and current (within the last 6 years) articles and references; your textbook may not be used as a reference. This paper must follow APA style and format guidelines for the citation of references only. The paper is not optional.  Failure to turn in a paper will result in your FINAL grade being lowered by 1 letter grade increment (e.g., an otherwise A will become A-; an otherwise A- will become B+ etc.).
Miscellaneous

Students with disabilities who require accommodations should identify themselves to the instructor; please be prepared to provide verification from the Disability Resource Center. Others with nondocumented needs should talk privately with the instructor. I will accommodate you to the best of my ability. If any student is experiencing difficulty during the semester, please contact me. If you will be absent from class, please e-mail me. GMU has several valuable resources available to all students desiring additional help or support. The Writing Center provides free tutoring in areas related to written work. In addition to providing personal counseling, the Counseling Center offers a variety of free services including study skills workshops, tutor referral program, and self-help guides.

Service Learning: You may earn service learning credit by enrolling in PSYC 327 or 328 and completing the service learning and associated activities in a placement appropriate to the content of this course. For further information please contact Dr. Mike Hurley at mhurley2@gmu.edu

