Psychology 300 Syllabus (Section 004)

Analysis and Interpretation of Statistical Data 

Spring, 2004
Instructor:  Gunna (Janet) Yun 

Office:  Robinson B210

Phone:  703- 993-3706 (ex. 2) (Office)     ________________ (cell number will be given in class.)

Office Hours: Thursday 1:30 to 2:30 (by appointment) 

E-mail: gyun1@gmu.edu (E-mail would be the best way to contact me.)

Class Web Page:  http://mason.gmu.edu/~gyun1
Class Hour and Room:  Tuesday/Thursday, 3:00 to 4:15 pm, Robinson B118

__________________________________________________________________________________

Required Textbook:  Gravetter, F. J., & Wallnau, L. B. (2004). Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences.  (6th Edition). Thomson, Wadsworth.

Course Overview and Objectives

This class is an introduction to statistical data analysis and interpretation in psychology.  The class will cover descriptive and inferential statistics, measurement, data analysis, and research design.  An emphasis will be on the correct interpretation of statistics for answering research questions. 

Attendance and Participation

You are responsible for all material covered in class, including all notes, announcements, and assignments—this also includes changes in deadlines and projects.  Participation is encouraged, especially questions and problems regarding class material.  

Exams

There will be 3 exams, each worth 30% of the total lecture grade.  Note that exams will cover both readings and lecture material.  

Course Notes

The class website will provide you with much of the class overheads.  These notes are best viewed using MS Explorer.  You can use these notes as you wish, but I recommend printing them out and bringing them with you to class because it will reduce your writing workload.  However, you should realize that these notes are NOT a substitute for coming to class.  By themselves they do not provide enough detail to perform well in the class.  

Extra Credit

Students are strongly encouraged to participate in experiments for up to three (3) hours for extra credit.  One point will be awarded per hour.  Extra credit points will be added to your final grade for the course.  To sign up to participate in an experiment, go to the following website: http://www.experimetrix.com/GMU.  

Grading Policy

1. The lecture portion of the course will constitute 60% of your final grade.  The lab grade will constitute 40% of the final grade.  Extra Credits will constitute 3% of the final grade. 
2. There will be 3 exams in total.  No make-up exams will be given. 

3. Your lab instructor will be totally responsible for conducting the lab sessions and for assigning a grade to you for lab (which is 40% of your total grade).  A separate syllabus will be provided for the lab. It is important that you make effective use of your lab time. It is designed to help you understand the material through practice and discussion.

4.  The GMU Honor Code will be strictly enforced in this class.
5. You are responsible for all material covered in class, including all notes, and announcements.  

6. Summary
	
	Assignment
	Points
	% of Portion
	% of the Final Grade

	Lecture
	Class Participation 
	30 
	10%
	60 % of the final grade

	
	Exam 1
	100
	30%
	

	
	Exam 2
	100
	30%
	

	
	Final Exam
	100
	30%
	

	Lab
	Lab grade
	
	100%
	40 % of the final grade

	Extra*
	Extra Credits
	3 at maximum
	3%
	3 % of the final grade

	TOTAL 
	
	
	
	103%


7. Letter Grades: A: 90- 103%, B: 80-89.99%, C: 70-79.99%, D: 60-69.99%, F: Lowest -59.99% 

* Students who do not wish to participate in experiments for extra credit may check for alternatives at http://www.experimetrix.com/GMU).  

Class Schedule

	Date
	Material and Reading Assignment
	Reading

	Tuesday 1/20
	Introduction 
	Ch 1

	Thursday 1/22
	Basics
	

	Tuesday 1/27
	Frequency distributions 
	Ch. 2

	Thursday 1/29
	Frequency distributions
	

	Tuesday 2/3
	Central tendency
	Ch 3

	Thursday 2/5
	Variability
	Ch 4

	Tuesday 2/10
	Variability
	

	Thursday 2/12
	Z-scores
	Ch 5

	Tuesday 2/17
	Probability
	Ch 6

	Thursday 2/19
	Probability
	

	Tuesday 2/24
	Exam 1
	Ch 1 ~ 6

	Thursday 2/26
	Samples
	Ch 7

	Tuesday 3/2
	Hypothesis testing
	Ch 8

	Thursday 3/4
	Hypothesis testing
	

	Spring Recess (March 7 ~ 14)

	Tuesday 3/16
	T-scores and t-tests
	Ch 9

	Thursday 3/18
	T-scores and t-tests
	

	Tuesday 3/23
	Testing independent samples
	Ch 10

	Thursday 3/25
	Testing related samples
	Ch 11

	Tuesday 3/30
	Estimation
	Ch 12

	Thursday 4/1
	Estimation
	Ch 7 ~ 12

	Tuesday 4/6
	Exam 2
	

	Thursday 4/8
	ANOVA
	Ch 13

	Tuesday 4/13
	ANOVA
	

	Thursday 4/15
	Repeated Measures ANOVA
	Ch 14

	Tuesday 4/20
	Two-way ANOVA
	Ch 15

	Thursday 4/22
	Correlation
	Ch 16

	Tuesday 4/27
	Regression
	

	Thursday 4/29
	Chi-square test 

Extra-credit experiment deadline
	Ch 17

	Tuesday, May 6
	Exam 3 
	Ch 13 ~ 17


Note:  Dates are subject to change if necessary.  Any revisions to this syllabus will be announced during class time.  It is your responsibility to make note of any changes in this syllabus.

The GMU Honor Code will be strictly enforced in this class.

