PSYCHOLOGY 301(003)– Research Methods in Psychology

SPRING 2003

T/TH 9:00 – 9:50AM

ENT 175

INSTRUCTOR:

Gabrielle M. Wood




Office:
David-King 1034




Phone:
703-993-1375




Email:
gtarmy@gmu.edu



Office hours:
 Tuesdays 10am – 2pm






Other times by appointment

TEXTS:
Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2003). Research Methods in Psychology (6th edition). Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education. (Required)


Langston, W. (2002) Research Methods Laboratory Manual for Psychology.  Pacific Grove, CA: Wadsworth. (Required)


Thaiss, C., and Sanford, J.F.  (2000). Writing for psychology. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. (Required)


Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (5th edition). (Optional)


(You will need access to this publication. If you plan to go on in Psychology, you might consider purchasing it).

GOAL:
This course is designed to provide an introduction to research methods in psychology. It will include general issues in research as well as specific descriptive, experimental and applied methods. We will discuss the strengths and weaknesses, the ways that data are collected and analyzed, and the limits to interpretation for the various techniques. The course should help develop skills in critically evaluating research studies as well as provide the tools needed to identify a research question and design one’s own study. 

ATTENDANCE:


Class attendance is strongly recommended as course material will cover both the required readings and additional material presented in the lectures. It is my experience that there is a strong positive relationship between higher grades and attendance in class.  There will be information presented in lecture that is not in the text.  You will be responsible for all information presented in the lecture. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

EXAMS: 
There will be 3 exams consisting of multiple-choice, true/false, short answer, and essay type questions. They will cover the text, lecture, videos, and any other material covered in the course of the class. There will be an OPTIONAL cumulative final, all objective, which can be used to substitute for a missing exam or to replace a low exam grade. I would suggest a strategy of reviewing old exams (30% of the questions will be directly from the old exams) and the review questions at the end of each chapter.(60 points each).

Missed Exams:
If you are unable to make an exam (e.g. illness, business, etc.), you must leave a message on my voice mail or e-mail BEFORE the scheduled exam. Otherwise you will have to use the optional cumulative exam to replace it. If you qualify to make up the exam since you contacted me before the exam for a legitimate reason, it should be done as soon as possible.(Make-up exams could be all short answer and essay.)


If a student misses more than one exam at the scheduled time, he/she will not be given additional make-up exams.

CLASS ACTIVITIES:     There will be 10 in-class activities. You must be IN CLASS to do it.  These will include short quizes, reflection exercises, and other group or individual activities.  It is necessary to keep up with the readings in order to complete class activities successfully. 

LAB:
You must be enrolled in a Psy 301 lab section and attend the section in which you are enrolled. Lab is designed to provide hands-on experience with research and exposure to some classic research studies. It is considered writing intensive, so it will include multiple writing assignments with some feedback. A separate lab syllabus will be provided in the first lab session.  It will count for 40% of the final grade.

The specific breakdown of lab assignments and their relative values will be discussed in the labs.


A lab syllabus will be distributed during the first lab period.  Your lab instructor is responsible for the labs and lab grades.  You must be enrolled in one of the lab sections associated with this course.  You must attend the section in which you are enrolled unless other arrangements are made with the instructors.  Lab instructors may not overload the labs since we only have a set number of computers available in the labs. 


Psychology 301 does not require that you have taken statistics.  However, it is strongly recommended that you take Psychology 300 concurrently with Psychology 301 if you have not completed a statistics course.  We will be discussing specific designs and their relationship to some statistical tests used in psychology research. Mastery of this material is expected but you will not be asked to calculate any complex statistics.

GRADES:
Grades will be based on your exam grades, class activities, research participation, and additional extra credit opportunities.  Each exam is worth 100 points.  The 10 class activities are worth 10 points each, for a total of 100 possible points.    

The following distribution will be used for assigning final letter grades.  I reserve the right to alter the cut-off points.  Any changes to the distribution will be announced in class: 

	Letter
	Percentage

	A+
	97 - 100

	A
	93 – 96.9

	A-
	90 –92.9

	B+
	87 – 89.9

	B
	83 –86.9

	B-
	80 – 82.9

	C+
	77 – 79.9

	C
	73 – 76.9

	C-
	70 – 72.9

	D+
	67 – 69.9

	D
	63 – 66.9

	D-
	60 –62.9

	F
	0 – 59.9


EXTRA CREDIT:
You may participate in psychology research projects for a total of 5 hours of credit.  Each hour will count as 1 point that will be added on to your lowest test grade.  


To sign up for an experiment, you must follow the following instructions:

a) log on to www.experimetrix.com/gmu and click on new user link

b) enter all the required information

· don’t include dashes in your SSN

· use your GMU e-mail account (your password will be sent to this account). If you do not know your GMU e-mail account, log on to http://www.gmu.edu//mlnavbar/finder/index.html and enter your last name to find your GMU e-mail account.

c) click on register.

Your login and password will be sent to your GMU e-mail account. You will need to log on to the site to activate your account within 3 days or else you will need to re-register. Click ‘log in’ to access your account. You will need to select your course by clicking on the ‘Edit Your Course Selection link’ (Psyc 301 001). You can also edit your information(change your password, add an additional e-mail account, etc.).

TECHNOLOGY:
We will be using Web CT for the syllabus, notes, announcements, and grades. Windows based software will be used in the lab. The best way to contact me is through e-mail.


To use Web CT you will need to go to http://webct.gmu.edu. You click on Login and it will then ask for your user name (your Mason e-mail name – see sheet in class or go to http://www.gmu.edu//mlnavbar/finder/index.html)  and your password (the last 4 digits of your student number/social security number). Then a list of courses you have on webct will appear and you click on Psy 301 003.

HONOR CODE:

All exams and reports must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog.  Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing for exams and lab reports.  Other students may be consulted.  However, when taking exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be allowed.


Written work such as lab reports are expected to be the student's own work.  Under no circumstances are you to collectively write papers with another student.  This is considered to be plagiarism and will not be tolerated.  Any kind of plagiarism will not be tolerated. Work such as library references, statistics, and reports of the research studies should be the student’s own as well. Quoting should be minimal in lab reports and appropriate citation must be given.  Students may, of course, seek help in answering questions pertaining to general laboratory procedure, statistics and statistical procedures, APA style and format, etc. 


Please be sure that you are familiar with the Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog.

	DATE/TOPICS
	READINGS

	1/20          Introduction to Research Methods
	CH. 1 

	1/22          Scientific Method
	CH. 2

	1/27          Ethics
	CH. 3

	1/29          Ethics 
	CH. 3

	2/3            Observational Methods

	CH. 4

	2/5            Observational Methods

	CH. 4

	2/10          Correlational Research
	CH. 5 & CH. 12 (pp. 385-395 only)

	2/12          Correlational Research
	CH. 5 & CH. 12 (pp. 385-395 only)

	2/17          REVIEW
	

	2/19                                                                      EXAM 1 CH. 1 – 5, & CH. 12 (pp. 385-395 only)

	2/24          Unobstrusive Measures
	CH. 6

	2/26          Experimental Methods
	CH. 7

	3/2            Experimental Methods
	CH. 7

	3/4            Related Groups Designs 
	CH. 8

	3/9 - 3/11                                                                SPRING BREAK

	3/16           Complex Designs
	CH. 9

	3/18           Complex Designs
	CH. 9

	3/23           Single Case Study
	CH. 10

	3/25           Single Case Study
	CH. 10

	3/30                                                                      EXAM 2 CH. 6 – 10

	4/1             NO CLASS
	

	4/3             Quasi-experimental Designs                                         
	CH. 11

	4/8             Quasi-experimental Designs
	CH. 11

	4/10           Survey Research
	CH. 12

	4/15           Survey Research
	CH. 12

	4/17           Independent Group Designs
	CH. 13

	4/22           Independent Group Designs
	CH. 13

	4/24           Course Wrap-up
	

	4/29           Course Wrap-up
	

	5/3 LAST DAY OF CLASS                                EXAM 3 CH. 11 – 13 

	OPTIONAL FINAL EXAM Tues. 5/11  7:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.


