Sensation, Perception and Information Processing

Psychology 309 Lab

Syllabus, Spring 2004

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Lab Instructor: Ann Marie Schaeffler                          Email:      aschaef1@gmu.edu
Phone:         202-986-4567

Office hours: Monday: 1:30-4:30 and by appointment,  David King Hall Rm 1034B

Lab Schedule: Thursday 8:00 - 9:50

Text: Goldstein, E. (2002) Sensation and Perception, 4th ed. Pacific Grove: CA

Course Description and Goals:

 The purpose of this lab is to investigate perceptual phenomena through readings, discussions and observations. Students will perform a literature review on the topic of their choice related to sensation and perception. Students will use this information along with what they learn about experimental design and methodology to develop an APA style research proposal.       

Literature Review:

Choosing a subject of interest to you (and related to sensation and perception) is the first step in the literature review. You will then perform a search for relevant articles using the appropriate databases. Your review of the literature will assess what is going on in this area of research right now, what theories and technologies have influenced this area of interest and lastly what questions remain about this topic. Your investigation will be aided by your curiosity and opinions about the topic at hand. The literature review will be a minimum of 5 pages and will follow APA format. 

Research Proposal:

After performing the literature review, you will hopefully have remaining questions about your topic. You will be asked to explore a central question and develop a mock research proposal. This proposal will follow APA guidelines and ethical considerations. It will include a methods section describing how you plan to obtain your data and an analysis section describing how you might analyze this data. In your discussion section you will make note of your expectations based on past research, possible limitations of your research method and finally, why you think this research is important in the first place. Who would benefit from this research? The proposal will be due in sections to provide you with the appropriate amount of time to complete this lab requirement.

Grades:

This lab will account for 33% of your final grade for the course. Participation will account for 20% of the lab grade. Students will earn full credit by attending lab consistently, participating in group discussions and posting questions or comments about readings and lectures via email to the lab instructor. The remaining points will be obtained through completion of assignments.

Reference List (5 articles)


            5 pts




Revised Reference List (10 articles)

            5 pts

Literature Review       


                      25 pts

Introduction 




          15 pts


Methods Section



          10 pts


Analysis plan and Discussion


          10 pts 


Combined and Revised Research Proposal              10 pts

Participation 




          20 pts


Total possible points:



        100 pts

Assignments will be discussed in lab before the work is due. Assignments turned in late will receive partial credit.    





      Tentative Lab Schedule

	               Date
	            Topics
	         Assignment Due

	1/22
	Lab objectives

Visual System
	

	1/29
	Visual System

Experimental design
	

	2/05
	Review for exam 1
	         Research topic 

	2/12
	Experimental design

APA guidelines

Literature search methods
	

	2/19
	Vision

Literature review
	          Reference List

             (5 articles)

	2/26
	Literature review

Research Proposal
	

	3/4
	Review for exam 2
	      Revised Reference List

             (10 articles)

	Spring Break
	
	

	3/18
	Research Design/ Validity
	       Literature Review

	3/25
	Validity/ Audition
	     

	4/1
	Audition/ Pathologies
	     Introductory Section

	4/8
	Cutaneous Senses

Review for exam 3
	

	4/15
	Smell and Taste
	          Methods Section

	4/22
	Perceptual Development
	Analysis Plan & Discussion 

	4/29
	Review for Final 
	        Research Proposal


Late assignments may be submitted for partial credit. There will be a 20% deduction for each week the assignment is late, unless there is a legitimate excuse for the student’s absence. 

University Honor Policy:  Using someone’s words or ideas without giving them credit is plagierism. Plagierism is a violation of the University Honor Code. Paraphrases, quotations and summaries of information must be cited. When in doubt, cite the source. 

