





Child Psychology (PSYC 313-002)

Dr. Mary Schumann

Psychology 313-002

Email: mfschumann@aol.com
Phone: 703-716-4644

Office:  Thompson Rm 131; 10:30-11:30 a.m.  

Purpose of the course:  This class will provide you with a broad view of child development, as well as research in the field of child psychology/development.  The age range covered is birth through 12 years of age.  Biological. Social, emotional and intellectual growth will be covered, in addition to a variety of theoretical perspectives that help to explain development.

Textbook:  Hetherington, E.M. and Parke, R.D. Child Psychology (5th edition).  Boston: McGraw-Hill.

Office Hours: Tuesday, right after class, or by appointment.  Easiest way to contact me is by email.

Course Requirements:  Your final grade will be determined by the following:

1.  Exams 1,2,3




60%  (20% each)

Exams are non-cumulative and consist of multiple choice, short answer and essays.

2.  Observations/ Journal Reviews


32% (8% each)

Every course at this level should include writing and critical thinking.  You will complete 4 projects, 2 observations and 2 journal reviews.  Your observations should be of one younger child (3 or younger) and one school age child. (4 to 12 years of age) The journal reviews will be of articles taken from relevant journals (e.g. Child Development, Developmental Psychology, etc.) and be related to course content.  Guidelines for the journal reviews will be distributed.

3.  Participation




8%

We will have numerous discussions as a class and in small groups about the material.  Your attendance is also included in this part of the grade.  You are encouraged to participate as much as possible.

The grading scale is:      
 90-100% A;  80-90%  B;  70-79%  C;  60-69%  D;  

below 60%  F.

STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE FAMILIAR WITH AND TO FOLLOW THE GMU HONOR POLICY (in your handbooks). THIS INCLUDES NOT SHARING INFORMATION ABOUT EXAMS

OTHER INFO:

Make-up exam policy:  Approval to take a make-up exam must be obtained IN ADVANCE from the professor.  Make- up exams will be given only during times scheduled by the Psychology Department or myself.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

Schedule of Classes:  

Week 

Dates


Topic



     Chapter

1

1/20, 1/22

Intro, Themes and Theories 
        1



2

1/27, 1/29

Research Methods

       2

3

2/3, 2/5

Heredity and Environment
      3

4

2/10, 2/12

Prenatal Dev’t and Birth
     4

5

2/17, 2/19

Infancy



    5

6

2/24. 2/26

Growth: Brain, Physical &






Maturation 


   6

7

Tues, 3/2

EXAM 1


           March 4

Language & Communication 
    8

8

3/9, 3/11

SPRING BREAK


9

3/16, 3/18

Cognitive Development
9, 10

10

3/23, 3/25

Intelligence


11

11

3/30, 4/1

Emotional Development
7

12

Tues, 4/6

EXAM 2



4/8


Family


  
12

13

4/13, 4/15

School, Culture

14

14

4/20, 4/22

Gender, Moral Dev’t 
           15, 16

15

4/27, 4/29

Developmental Psychopathology   17

MAY 11th

FINAL EXAM 
7:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

NOTE:  You may also earn 1 hour of service learning credit by enrolling in PSYC 328 and completing a service learning component associated with the content of this course.  Please contact the Center for Service and Leadership by going to the Johnson Center, room 240H or calling (703) 993-2900.  To ensure that the service learning is appropriate to the course content, I must approve the site you chose and the type of service you will be engaged in.  I will also meet with you to discuss your progress.  No more than 6 hours of credit in PSYC 327, 328, 421, 422, 548 and 549 are available for major credit in psychology.

