Personality Theory: Psyc 324 (Section 003)

Spring 2004 – Teresa L. Mason, M.A.

Class Meetings:  W 7:20–10 PM
      

Class Location: DK Hall 2053

Office hours: W  6:10-7:10 PM or by appt     
Office Location: Room 1024, DK Hall

Phone: 703-370-9720 – this is my home number, please do not call after 10pm

email:  tmason@gmu.edu   This is the BEST way to contact me!



Text: Theories of Personality: Understanding Persons, 4th Edition, Susan C. Cloninger
Course Objectives
This course is intended to acquaint you with the primary theories of personality, including the strengths and weakness of each theory.  You are expected to read the assigned chapters BEFORE the class meeting in order to facilitate class discussion. Questions and comments are always welcome. In addition, there is a participation component to this course that is focused on acquainting you with some of the measures that have been used to assess aspects of personality. 

Grades

Exams:
There will be 3 exams given during the semester including the final exam. The exams will be composed of multiple choice and true/false questions. These exams will be based on material from the textbook, the lectures, and discussions. Please bring a scantron sheet to each exam.

80% of your grade will be based on the average of your three exam scores. 

Only extra-ordinary circumstances will warrant a make-up exam.  You must contact me PRIOR to the scheduled exam to ask for an exception.  Remember, only unavoidable circumstances such as a serious illness will be accepted as a reason to miss a scheduled exam.  

Assignments:

The remaining 20% of your grade will be based on your completion and performance on several in-class and out of class assignments.  The in-class assignments may or may not be announced in advanced.  

Grading Scale

The university uses a plus & minus system in grading.  I follow these criteria with one exception – if you earn a 90% or above you will receive an A.  For every other grade the standard plus & minus criteria applies.

Extra Credit

Extra credit may be earned by participating in psychology research.  Students may volunteer as participants in psychology research being conducted at GMU and receive one extra credit point on their grade for each hour of research participation up to 3 extra credit points.  You may sign up for experiments at www.experimetrix.com/gmu.

Miscellaneous

· The syllabus is subject to change – any changes will be announced in class.

· The best way to reach me is email – I check this at least 3 times a day.  

· The university honor code will be enforced.

· Any disabilities will be accommodated.

· The last day to drop the course without tuition penalty is February 3.

· The last day to drop the course is September 22 with 100% tuition liability.

Date

Topic







Readings

Jan 21

Introduction to Personality Theory




Chap. 1

Jan 28

Scientific Study of Personality / Freud



Chap. 2

Feb 4

Freud (cont.) & Jung






Chap. 3

Feb 11

Jung (cont.) & Adler





 
Chap. 4

Feb 18

Adler








Chap. 4





Feb 25

Exam I










Mar  3

Erikson 







Chap. 5

Mar 10

No Class – Spring Break

Mar 17

Horney








Chap. 6

Mar 24

Allport








Chap. 7

Mar 31

Exam II







 

Apr   7

Rogers & Maslow






Chap. 13 & 14

Apr 14

Cattell & Big Five






Chap. 8

Apr 21

Trait theories (cont)






Chap. 11

Apr 28

Bandura & Mischel






Chap. 11

May 5

Final Exam 7:30-10:15





TBA

Note: schedule is subject to change with notice
1
1

