Abnormal Psychology

Psychology 325 [section 004]
    Spring 2004

Instructor: 

Michael Bombardier, M.A.

Phone:


(703) 919-1716
Office:


1034b David King Hall

Office hours:
 
Tuesdays 4:30- 5:30pm or by appointment

Email:


mbomb22@hotmail.com
Text:
Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology (3rd Edition) by Ronald J. Comer

Class Meetings:
This class will meet in room 261 of West Building from 3:00am to 4:15am on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Course Description and Goals

This course examines several aspects of abnormal psychology.  The overall aim of this course is to help students gain a basic understanding of: 

1) The definitions and conceptions of psychological abnormality

2) The structure and assumptions of major theoretical approaches to explaining abnormal psychological functioning including how to think critically about existing  theories and evaluate a theory’s utility to researchers, practitioners, and the general public.  

3) Basic psychopathology and clinical diagnosis including: (a) categorical, dimensional, and hybrid approaches to diagnosis, (b) essential diagnostic features and “clinical picture” of major psychological disorders, and (c) research findings regarding the course and treatment of mental disorders.

4) Current trends in the field of abnormal psychology with particular emphasis on how sociopolitical, economical, and cultural forces can shape the ways in which abnormality is conceptualized.

Grades

There will be three quizzes and four exams (including the final exam).  Quizzes will include only multiple choice items and exams will include both multiple choice, short answer, and essay items.  The final exam is the only cumulative exam and the format of the final will differ from other exams in that it will include mostly essay items.  Your grade will be the average of the best two of your three quiz scores (20 pts. each) plus the average of the best three of your four exam scores (80 pts. each).  This grading method allows you to drop your lowest quiz and exam scores.  Missed quizzes or exams will count as your dropped score and makeup exams/quizzes will be arranged only for substantial (and documented) reasons.  You may omit the third quiz and/or final exam if you are satisfied with your average up to that point.  

Course Plan*

Class Meeting

Topic




Assignment

Week 1

1/20


Class Overview




Chapter 1

1/22


Introduction to Abnormal Psychology




Week 2

1/27

             Theories of psychopathology (what’s wrong)
Chapter 2

1/29


& psychotherapy (how to fix it)




Week 3

2/3


Overview of assessment techniques

Chapter 3

2/5


Overview of diagnosis and treatment

 

Week 4

2/10


Quiz 1  &  Introduction to Anxiety Disorders 
Chapter 4-5


2/12


Anxiety Disorders continued

Week 5

2/17


Mood Disorders



 
Chapter
6                                                             2/19


Mood Disorders


Week 6

2/24


Exam I




2/26


Suicide





Chapter 7

Week 7

3/2


Eating Disorders



Chapter 9

3/4


Eating Disorders

Week 8

3/9


SPRING BREAK***************************************


3/11


NO CLASS



Week 9



3/16


Substance related disorders        


Chapter 10



3/18


Quiz 2   Substance related disorders

Week 10

3/23


Sexual and Identity Disorders


Chapter 11


3/25
    

Exam II





Week 11

3/30


Schizophrenia




Chapter 12

4/1


Schizophrenia

Week 12

4/6


Disorders of memory and cognition

Chapter 13

4/8


Quiz 3



Week 13

4/13


Personality disorders



Chapter 14



4/15


Personality disorders

Week 14

4/20


Disorders of childhood/old age


Chapter 15

4/22


No Class

Week 15

4/27


Exam III




Chapter 16

4/29


Wrap up and final exam review

Final Exam

Bring a Blue Book to our normal classroom

5/11


[1:30pm – 4:15pm]

*Note: Schedule and dates are subject to change.  All changes will be announced in class.
Honor Code

All students must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described by the GMU catalog.  Exam performances and all assignments must be each student’s own work, but students may use any means they prefer when learning the material.  Studying in groups is encouraged.  Taping lectures is permitted.  No written material may be used during exams.

Special Help

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.

Attendance

Each student is responsible for all information from each class session, including dates of tests and information not included in the text.  If you miss a class, you should borrow notes from a classmate.  Much of the lecture material is NOT covered in the book so it may be beneficial to switch contact information with another class member to ensure that no material is missed. 
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