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      Required Texts

Kimmel, Michael (2004). Men’s Lives. 6th Edition. Allyn and Bacon: Boston, MA.

Kilmartin, Christopher (2000). The Masculine Self. 2nd Edition. McGraw Hill: Boston, MA.

Allen, Marvin (1993) Angry Men, Passive Men. Fawcett Columbine, NY. (on Reserve)






  Course Description

This course focuses on the study of how men are made and make themselves in contemporary U.S. society.  Topics/assignments will address what masculinity means, how masculinity is organized, and the social institutions that sustain and elaborate it. Definitions of what it means to be a man over the course of men’s lives will be examined.  We will investigate men’s lives at various points in their development, from boyhood to adulthood.  Emphasis will be on the “masculine mystique” and the various dimensions of men’s positions in society, their power, their powerlessness, and their gender role confusion.






        Objectives

The student will:

1. Develop an understanding of the disparate definitions of masculinity and its cultural constructions.

2. Become aware of the social, political, behavioral, physical, and psychological impact of adherence to a masculine gender role.

3. Understand and demonstrate how cultural messages create “myths” of masculinity that negatively affect personal and professional relationships.

Course Requirements

1. Book Critique (on male development). Includes a 5-minute oral presentation (summary/critique) to class. Maximum 3 type-written pages.

Book to be chosen from Suggested Reading List.  

Due:
3/30; 4/1; 4/6

2. Autobiography of Opposite Sex. Description and impact of gendered messages on psychosocial development, personality traits, and personal/professional choices. Maximum 3 typewritten pages.

Due: 
1/27
3.
Group Project.
Research (include statistics/sources) and class presentation 

(30 mins.) on male violence. (domestic and child abuse; trafficking; rape; 

lynching, the environment; men against men; gangs; movies; pornography; 

video games, music; advertisements; television programs; war/hate crimes; etc.)

 Due:
3/16; 3/18; 3/23

4. Group Project. Ten in-depth interviews with males in one of the following age ranges:

0-5
   
6-11

12-19
    
20-30
    
30-40    

40-50    
50-60    
60-70    
70-80  

80-90    90-100 

Interviews are to be conducted with males from your choice of age range. (see above)

Demographic data sheet must include: 

1.  time/place/duration of interview

2. age, ethnicity, educational level, present employment of interviewee

3. sexual preference, relationship status 

(e.g., partner/marriage/unattached/divorced)




4.   political party affiliation (e.g., Democrat; Republican; Libertarian)

5.   membership(s) in organizations (male/female/both) – extracurricular    

      hobbies/activities



Twelve(12) questions should include:

a. What do you want from a woman in a committed relationship with her?

b. What do you think most women want from men in a committed relationship?

c. How do feel about a female becoming President of the United States?

d. Share five (5) messages (e.g. verbal; non verbal; toys; games; clothes)

that you received about what it means to be a “male”

when you were growing up. (Describe messages and sources)

e. What messages (and from what sources) do you now receive messages

defining how you should act/behave as a male?  Be specific.

f. What things do you do that make you feel “masculine” ? Describe fully.

g. What are the most positive aspects of being a male? Negative aspects? 

Explain reasons.

h. In what ways would you, and your life, be different if you had been born a

female?  How do you feel about having born a male – not a female?



Data Analyses to include:

1. Comparative analysis (quantitative and qualitative) of each question 

based on demographic information that describes each interviewee.  

(e.g., ethnicity; sexual preference; political party)

2. Overall compilation of data (quantitative and qualitative) that describes significant findings.

3. Summary of findings. Discussion of implications. Suggestions for 

interventions and further research. 



Due:  (Group presentation and data analysis) – as per sign up sheet.

5.
Final exam.
Kimmel, Kilmartin and Allen readings; videos; guest speakers; course handouts, class presentations, lectures.   Due:    4/29




Course Agenda

Date


         
Topic





Assignment Due

1/20



Attendance; Why taking?





teaching class? Syllabus;





Assignments; written: personal

definition of male; society’s definition;

Class discussion.

Assignment:  “Autobiography of 

Opposite Sex” 

1/22



Kimmel - lecture



Kimmel





Class discussion- Kimmel/Kilmartin 

pgs. vii-xvii; pgs. 1-2;





Video: “Man to Man”



Kilmartin pgs. 3-19

1/27



“Autobiography of Opposite Sex”

Autobiography





Class Discussion/group work 


of Opposite Sex;





Kilmartin – discuss; Video (cont.) 

Kilmartin pgs. 20-46

1/29



Cultural messages of masculinity

music; commercials;





Greeting Cards; toys



video games; etc.





music; commercials; movies, etc.

Kilmartin pgs. 84-103





Kilmartin lecture (“Masculine Self”)





Assign: “Real Footballers”- handout





Kimmel p. 505-542 (phone tree)

2/3



Cultural messages (cont.)


music; movies; etc.





Discussion; “Stale Roles


Kimmel pgs.505-542





and Tight Buns”; “Real Footballers”;

Kilmartin pgs. 173-189





Kimmel pgs. 505-542; Kilmartin lecture 

(Gender as Performance)





Assign: “Boys and Girls Come Out to Play”

2/5



Discuss: “Boys and Girls Come Out to Play”
   “Boys and Girls Come





Kilmartin pgs. 104-135 (Book List) 


Out to Play”





Assign:  Kimmel p. 85-100


  Kilmartin pgs.104-135




Book critique: Sign up

2/10



Video: 
Man to Man



Kimmel p. 85-100





Kimmel – class discussion; 85-100





Assign: Julius Lester article





Allen: pg. 95-108

2/12



Discuss: Julius Lester article


Julius Lester article




Allen: pg. 95-108



Allen p. 95-108




Video: “Alternative relationships”





Assign: Kimmel pg. 116-132; 381-419

Date



Topic





Assignment Due

2/17



Homosexuality



Kimmel pg. 116-132;





Discuss  Kimmel and Kilmartin            

381- 419





Assign: Kimmel pg. 419-432


Kilmartin pgs. 212-233





2/19



“Rites of Passage”



Kimmel pg. 419-432





Personal experiences “Growing

Kilmartin pgs.136-149





Up Male” ; 





Kimmel: Discussion; Kilmartin: Discussion 





Assign: “The Male Animal” article





Sign up: Group Presentations – Violence

2/24



Discuss: “The Male Animal”


“The Male Animal”





Video: “Tough Guise”


Kilmartin pgs. 155-172





Assign: Allen p. 25-46;





Kimmel 3-18; & p. 167-223

2/26



Video: “Tough Guise” (cont.)


Allen: p. 25-46;





Group Sign-up – Violence Pres. 

Kimmel p. 3-18;











167-223

3/2                                         Research on males: “Queer Theory”-Lecture (Dr.B)

          Assign: Group projects on violence




          Group preparation




           Handout-bell hooks article: “Feminist Focus on Men”




           Kimmel p. 225-266; 305-316




           Article: “The Male Box”-handout

3/4



Guest Speaker: Feminism and

Group Preparation- 

Masculinity




Violence











bell hooks article










Kimmel 305-316; 225-266











“The Male Box”

3/7-3/14


SPRING BREAK

3/16



Men and Violence – Presentations

Group Presentations





Groups A, B




Men and Violence





Kilmartin – discussion 


Kilmartin pgs. 234-262

3/18



Men and Violence-Presentations

Group Presentations





Groups C, D 




Men and Violence

Date



Topic





Assignment Due
3/23



Men and Violence-Presentations

Group Presentations





Groups E, F




Men and Violence





Assign:  Kimmel p. 319-331; 347-348

3/25



Discuss: Kimmel



Kimmel p. 319-331;





Men’s Health-handouts


347-348





Assign:  “Men Listening”





Sey Chesler





Sign up: Book critique – oral presentations

3/30



“Men Listening”



“Men Listening”





Sey Chesler – discuss



Book Critiques-Pres.





Men in relationships; Kilmartin 278-302 
Kilmartin pgs.278-302





Assign: article – “Girls in the House”





Kimmel p. 467-494

4/1



Kimmel – Discuss



Kimmel p. 467-494





“Girls in the House”



Kilmartin pgs. 303-320




Kilmartin - Discuss



Book critiques-Pres.

4/6



Men and families



Book critiques-





Males and parenting



oral presentations

Book Critiques – oral presentations







Assign: Kimmel p. 21-27








Group Sign-ups – Interviews

4/8



Group Preparation-Interviews


Kimmel p. 21-27





Kimmel – discussion









Assign: Kimmel p. 28-45

4/13



Kimmel - discussion



Kimmel p. 28-45





Assign:  Kimmel 66-83 









Male Interviews – Group A 

          Male interviews- Group A

4/15



Male Interviews – Group B

           Male interviews –Group B





Discussion – Kimmel



Kimmel 66-83

4/20



Video: “Gentle Boys”



Male Interviews





Male Interviews - Group C


Group C

4/22



Male Interviews – Group D 


Kimmel p. 553-585





Men and the Future








Discuss: Kimmel


Male Interviews-Group D

Date



Topic




Assignment Due











4/27



Final Exam – review

     Male Interviews –Group E





Male Interviews- Group E

4/29



Final Exam
