Psychology 100 Recitation Syllabus

Dr. Werber

Spring 2005

Teaching Assistant: Alisa Sneiderman, M.A.

Email: alisajs@hotmail.com
Office Hours: By Appointment

Recitation Goals: 

Recitation sections are designed to explore and elaborate on lecture topics through discussion, in-class assignments and other activities that can’t be done well in the lecture setting.  Recitation will help you prepare for exams, and it will also give you an opportunity to ask questions and discuss the course materials in a small-group setting.  

Attendance: 

Attendance in recitation is very important and strongly encouraged, as you will not have an opportunity to make up in-class assignments or participation points.  

You will be responsible for all material and assignments covered in recitation.

Grading:

Recitation determines 30% of your grade for the course.  Individual teaching assistants are given discretion on how to determine that 30%, based on participation, short quizzes, and/or activities.  For this section, the basis for grades will be as follows:

Participation: 40% 

In-Class Assignments/Quizzes: 30%

Homework Assignments: 30% 


I will drop the lowest grade for in-class assignments or homework assignments (this does not apply to quizzes).  In addition, I will drop the lowest-graded “day” for participation points.  In accordance with university policy, I will allow makeups for any quizzes only if there is a serious and justifiable excuse for missing it (i.e. doctor’s note or death in immediate family).   

Schedule of Activities 
	Week
	Activity

	1

Jan. 26
	Overview of recitation, the syllabus, required experimental participation, forming good study habits

	2

Feb. 2
	Psychological research.  Psychology as the scientific study of behavior.  The purpose of control groups.  Doing research in your program area.  

	3

Feb. 9
	Videos: Phineas Gage and the Split Brain.  Discussion: Brain, Behavior, and Development.



	4

Feb. 16
	Perceptions and Illusions.  Prep for Exam I

	5

Feb. 23
	Video: savants.  Discussion: Using reinforcement to produce behavior change.  Minilecture.  Phobias as learned fears.

	6

Mar. 2
	Memory – true and false.  Improving memory.  Study skills [again]. Learning from exams. Exercise: short-term memory

	7

Mar. 9
	Motivation.  Dieting do’s and don’ts.

	Mar. 16
	NO CLASS- SPRING BREAK

	8

Mar. 23
	Coping with stress – what works and what doesn’t.  Stress and illness.  

	9

Mar. 30
	Video: language in animals.  Discussion: learning language.  Review for exam.

	10

Apr. 6
	Liking.  Sexual attraction

	11

Apr. 13
	Take and score personality test.  Discussion: how consistent is personality?


	12

Apr. 20
	Video: schizophrenia.  Discussion – social, personal and biological factors how do they interact?

	13

Apr. 27
	Discussion: How do you determine what is the best therapy for a person?

	14

May 4
	Review for final exam. Discussion: What did you learn from this course?  
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