COURSE SYLLABUS

Psychology 231 004 Social Psychology

Instructor: Lesley Ducenne 






Office: David King 1030

Class Time: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 – 4:15 pm



Email:lducenne@gmu.edu
Home Phone: (703) 539-6959






Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 2-3 pm
Text:
Baron, R. A., Byrne, D (2004). Social Psychology, 10th ed.  Pearson: Boston.

Course Goals:

1. Familiarity with social psychology, the study of human behavior within a social     framework.

2. Understand the effects of social situations on the individual, the effects of the individual on others, and the exploration of group phenomena. 
3. Exploration of beliefs about the self, others, the world, and social cognition and perception. 

4. Encourage discussions and critical thinking with regard to the material covered.

Course 
 
Class participation





   5%

Requirements

3 exams (25% each)
 75%




Paper
 20%



Total
100%



Extra Credit
   3%



Total Credit Possible





103%

Final Grades will be determined according to the standard university scale:  A (94-100); A-(90-93); B+(87-89); B(84-86); B-(80-83); C+(77-79); C(70-76); D(60-69); F(59 an below).  Please note that the distribution will not be more stringent than this scale, but may become less stringent once all grades have been given for each assignment.

Exams:  There will be three tests during the course.  The tests will consist of multiple choice items, definitions, and short answer questions.  Two of these tests will occur during the regularly scheduled course and one during the regularly scheduled final exam period.  The tests will not be cumulative.  If you must miss an exam period then notify the instructor as soon as possible.  No make-up exams will be given unless the instructor has approved them before the exam date.
Extra Credit:  Extra credit may be earned by participating in psychology research.  Students may volunteer as participants in psychology research being conducted at GMU and receive one extra credit point on their grade for each hour of research participation up to 3 extra credit points.  You may sign up for experiments at www.experimetrix.com/gmu.  If you are unable to participate in research, yet would like to earn extra credit please see the instructor for more information about other extra credit opportunities.
Special Needs:


If you require accommodations for a disability please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course and provide documentation from the GMU Disability Resource Center (SUB I, Room, 234).

Paper (5-10 pages, double spaced):

There are three possible paper topics.  You may do 1 of the following:

1. Discuss an example of a social psychological concept from a movie or television program (i.e., attribution error, locus of control, foot in the door phenomena, etc.).  Describe the theme of the movie and explain how it demonstrates the social psychological concept.  Discuss and explain the social psychological concept and the implications for daily life.  


Required: 2-3 articles plus any relevant sections from your text or other textbooks. 

2. Observe and describe a social situation outside of class that portrays a concept of social psychology.  Discuss how the situation is a demonstration of a social psychological concept.  Discuss and explain the social psychological concept and the implications for daily life.  


Required: 2-3 articles plus any relevant sections from your text or other textbooks. 

3. Write a scholarly paper about a social psychological topic of interest to you.  The paper should a) provide background on the topic; b) review recent literature on the topic and, c) provide directions for future research. Required: 5-7 articles plus the use of your text or any other textbooks.


Late papers will not be accepted.  If you are unable to attend class on the day a paper is due, inform the instructor before the due date and arrange to turn in the paper before the due date.  No papers will be accepted via fax or e-mail.

Honor Code:  All assignments are expected to be completely original work by the student.  Students may use books, notes and other sources in preparing written work.  However, quotes should be used sparingly in your papers and always appropriately referenced.  Under no circumstances should papers be collaborations between students.  This is considered plagiarism and it will not be tolerated.  Collaborations between students during exams will result in a grade of zero for the assignment or exam and the university authorities will be notified. 

COURSE TENTATIVE OUTLINE 
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	Jan 25 & 27
	Introduction to Social Psychology
	Ch 1

	Feb 1 & 3
	Social Perception
	Ch 2

	Feb 8 & 10
	Social Cognition
	Ch 3

	Feb 15 &17
	Attitudes
	Ch 4

	Feb 22
	Exam 1
	Ch 1-4

	Feb 24 & March 1
	Social Identity
	Ch 5

	March 3 & 8 
	Prejudice
	Ch 6

	March 10
	to be announced*
	

	March 13-20
	Spring Break
	

	March 22 & 24
	Interpersonal attraction
	Ch 7

	March 29 & 31
	Close relationships
	Ch 8 

	April 5
	Exam 2
	Ch 5-8

	April 7 & 12
	Social Influence
	Ch 9

	April 14 & 19
	Prosocial Behavior
	Ch 10 

	April 21 & 26
	Aggression
	Ch11

	April 28 & May 3
	Groups and individuals
	Ch 12 & 13

	May 5
	Wrap-up/to be announced*
	Paper due

	May 17 
	Exam 3
	1:30-4:15 p.m.
Ch 9-13


* “to be announced days” are inserted in case we get off schedule.
