Psychology 300 Lab 

Analysis and Interpretation of Psychological Data 

Fall 2004

Section: 203, Monday, 8:30am – 10:20am, Innovation Hall, Room 328

Section: 204, Monday, 10:30am – 12:20pm, Innovation Hall, Room 333

Instructor: Krista Langkamer


E-mail: klangkam@gmu.edu 

Office: Robinson B Room 215A 

Office hours:  Wednesday, 1:30pm – 2:30pm (or by appointment)

Required Text and Supplies: 

· Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences (6th edition) Gravetter & Wallnau

Objective: The goal of the lab, as well as the course as a whole, is to help you learn how to use and understand statistics. The lab is designed to give you an opportunity to apply material presented in the PSYC 300 lecture section and to prepare for exams.  The lab provides students a forum to ask questions, review concepts, practice statistical calculations, and learn to use Microsoft Excel and SPSS statistical software for data analysis.   

Exams:  Exams for the class will be given during lab (except for the final).    

Grades: Your total lab grade will be worth 25% of your PSYC 300 grade.  This grade will be based on your homework assignments as well as your in-class group assignments. 

· You will have 8 homework assignments (plus 3 extra credit homeworks) through-out the semester that will be a direct reflection of what was talked about in lab. They are not meant to be difficult, but instead, to help you learn how to translate the statistical concepts into more concrete ideas. These assignments will be worth 20 points each (unless otherwise decided).

· You can drop your lowest homework. Therefore, there are 8 total homework assignments, but the highest number of points you can receive on homework is 140.

· Homework will be considered late if it is not turned in within the first 15 minutes of class. From that point forward, you can still turn it in, but you will be penalized 10% for each day it is late (so if you turn it in 20 minutes after the start of class, the highest grade you can receive is a 90%; if you turn it in the day after lab, the highest grade you can receive is an 80%). 

· While you may talk to other students about the homework assignments, every student is expected to do their own work. Therefore, I do not expect to see answers that are exactly the same from any students. If this happens, a zero will be given for that assignment. 

· Group assignments will be given during the class period to also help you learn the concepts presented in lab and class. These will be worth 10 points each. In order to get credit for this assignment, you must be in class; each member of your group will turn in a signed attendance sheet at the end of each lab period to confirm your work and attendance. You can also drop your lowest group assignment. There will be 10 group assignments, and the highest number of points you can receive on group assignments is 90.

· Based on homework and in-class group assignments, you can receive a total of 230 points in lab. 

· In addition, if you arrive to class 30 or more minutes late, not only will your homework be penalized (10% will be taken off), but your in-class assignment will be considered late as well and will only receive half credit.  

· Since this lab requires you to complete various assignments every week, it is important that you do not miss any labs.  If an emergency should arise, I need to receive an e-mail BEFORE you miss the lab.  In order to make up any work and not be penalized, I will need to see proof of the emergency (i.e. doctor’s note).  Traffic is NOT an excuse.

	Week
	DATE
	TOPIC/CHAPTER


	ASSIGNMENT GIVEN
	ASSIGNMENT DUE

	1
	1/24
	No lab
	-- 
	-- 

	2
	1/31
	Introduction; notation (ch. 1)
	Homework #1
	--

	3
	2/7
	Frequency Distributions (ch. 2)
	Homework #2
	HW #1

	4
	2/14
	Central Tendency & Variability (chs. 3 & 4)
	Homework #3
	HW #2

	5
	2/21
	Z-scores (ch. 5) 
	Mock Homework #1 (optional)
	HW #3

	6
	2/28
	EXAM #1
	--
	Mock Homework #1 (optional)

	7
	3/7
	Hypothesis testing & T-tests (chs. 8 & 9)
	Homework #4
	--

	8
	3/14
	No lab (spring break)


	--
	--

	9
	3/21
	Independent t-tests (ch. 10)
	Homework #5
	HW #4

	10
	3/28
	Related samples t-tests (ch. 11)
	Mock Homework #2 (optional)
	HW#5

	11
	4/4
	EXAM #2 
	--
	Mock Homework #2 (optional)

	12
	4/11
	No lab


	Homework #6 (assigned in lecture)
	--

	13
	4/18
	Repeated Measures & 2-Way ANOVA (chs. 14 & 15)
	Homework #7
	HW #6

	14
	4/25
	Correlation & Regression (ch. 16)
	Homework #8
	HW #7

	15
	5/2
	 Chi-Square (ch. 17)
	Mock Homework #3 (optional)
	HW #8


*Syllabus is subject to change.

Note: All assignments will be posted on the class website. These will be there for your convenience. However, it still does not warrant missing class!

* HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class, and these are detailed in the university catalog.

