RESEARCH METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY (Psyc 301)

LAB SYLLABUS

Spring 2005

Sections 209 and 210: Monday 6:00pm-7:50pm and 8:00pm-9:50pm IN 318

Instructor:  Cora Joffe                                                                     E-mail: cjoffe@gmu.edu
COURSE GOALS

Understand the role of experimentation in psychology and learn about experimental design


Understand and apply statistical principles in research design (not calculation of statistics)


Learn how to access and use psychological databases (e.g., psycINFO)


Gain experience proposing and conducting your own psychological research


Learn how to write a scientific report in APA format

POLICIES

ATTENDANCE:  Lab attendance is very important and strongly encouraged. 

-      You will receive a participation grade, which will account for a substantial portion of your final lab grade.

-      Students are responsible for all materials and assignments covered in the lab. 

-     In-class assignments, quizzes and lab participation points cannot be made up. 

-  
If you have completed an assignment but will not be able to attend class, you must put the assignment in my box before class begins. 

 -
If you are not able to complete the assignment before class, then you must gain permission to turn in the assignment late before the beginning of class. This will only be granted in an emergency situation! (NOTE: ONLY 1 permission granted per student per semester). If you cannot notify me in advance because of the emergency situation, then proof (i.e. hospital bill) must be presented. These cases will be considered on an individual basis and late assignments may not be accepted. 

ASSIGNMENTS:  All assignments must be typed, double-spaced, stapled, and have grading sheet attached.

 GRADING CRITERIA:  Lab counts for 40% of your total grade in 301.                                                        

Class Participation
90 points

 In-class assignments (20 points total)

For each class attended, you can receive up to 5 participation points (14  classes, 14 x 5 = total 70)

Written Homework and Quizzes
50 points

3 Homeworks, 2 Quizzes (10 points each)

Observation Write-up (method & results)
30 points

Survey Write-up (method and results section)
30 points

PAPER 1

Draft of Introduction 
30 points

Draft of Discussion
15 points

Completed Paper
100 points

FINAL PROPOSAL (see page 4 for detailed instructions)

Draft of Abstract
15 points

Draft of Informed Consent 
10 points

Completed Final Proposal
100 points

Presentation of Final Proposal to Class
30 points

TOTAL POINTS







                          500 points

HONOR CODE:  Lab reports are expected to be the student’s own work. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports. Under no circumstances are you to collectively write papers with another student. This is considered to be plagiarism and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Quoting in lab reports should be minimal and the appropriate citation should be given.  

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Topics and assignments may change.  Any changes will be discussed in class.

	Date
	Topic(s)
	Assignments to be handed in

	Week 1

1/24
	Review Syllabus

Introduction to research
	

	Week 2

1/31
	Observational research design

*Sec.210 meeting in IN 328 (8-9:50)
	

	Week 3

2/7
	APA writing style--Method and Results sections
	Observational study worksheet and article due (hw#1)

	Week 4

2/14
	Surveys and correlations
	Method and Results Sections from Observational Study due

	Week 5

2/21
	Surveys and correlations 

Hypothesis generation

False Memory Study
	

	Week 6

2/28
	Data from False Memory Study

Abstracts

APA writing style—Introduction Section 


	1.Method and Results Sections from Survey study due

2.Ten abstracts related to the False Memory task due (hw#2)

3.Data from False Memory task due (In-Class #1)

	Week 7

3/7
	APA writing style--Discussion Section
	Rough draft of Introduction for False Memory task due

	---------

3/14
	SPRING BREAK!  NO CLASS!
	

	Week 8

3/21
	Final Paper

Peer critique
	Rough draft of Discussion section for False Memory task due (3 copies)

	Week 9

3/28
	APA writing style—Proposals

Summarizing articles


	Final Version of False Memory Paper due!!

	Week 10

4/4 
	Outline for final proposal

APA writing style—Abstract
	Five articles relevant to proposal topic with summaries due (hw#3)

	Week 11

4/11
	Informed Consent


	Abstract for final proposal due

	Week 12

4/18
	Peer critique

Problems with proposals
	Informed Consent due

	Week 13

4/25
	Discussion of presentations of Final Proposal
	Rough draft of final proposal due (3 copies; In-Class #2)

	Week 14

5/2
	STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

*Sec.210 meeting in IN 328 (8-9:50)
	Final Proposal Due

Present Final Proposal


GMU Academic Calendar Important Dates

	First day of classes 
	January 24 

	  Last day to submit Domicile Reclassification Application 
	January 24 

	  Last day to drop with no tuition penalty ***
	February 8 

	  Last day to add classes*** 
	February 8 

	  All individualized section forms due
	February 8 

	  Last day to drop with 33% tuition penalty ***
	February 15

	  Last day third-party payment authorizations accepted****
	February 25 

	  Last day Semester Payment Plan contracts accepted ****
	February 25

	  Last day to drop with 67% tuition penalty ***
	February 25 

	  Last day to drop ***
	February 25 

	  Mid-term progress reporting period - Grades available via 
  PatriotWeb
	February 21 - March 25

	  Spring Break 
	March 13 - March 20 

	  Semester Payment Plan deferred payment due date
	March 16 

	  Incomplete work from Fall 2004 due to instructor 
	March 25 

	  Incomplete grade changes from Fall 2004 due 
  to Registrar (Academic Records Section) 
	April 1 

	  Last day of classes 
	May 7 

	  Reading Days (Monday all day, Tuesday until 4:30 p.m.) 
	May 9 - 10 

	  Exam period (beginning 4:30 p.m. on Tues., May 10) 
	May 10 - 18 

	  Grades available via Patriot Web
	May 10 

	  Degree conferral date
	May 21, 2005


