COURSE SYLLABUS for

CHILD PSYCHOLOGY (PSYC 313-002)
Spring 2005
Instructor: Jennifer J. Sims, M.A.
Email: jjackso2@gmu.edu
Phone: (703) 408-3725

Class Info: Meets Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00-10:15 a.m. in Robinson Hall A106

Office hours: Thursdays: 1:00 – 2:00 pm or by appointment    Location: Thompson Hall 131
Course Description:

This course surveys the field of child development from conception to early adolescence, with a particular emphasis on a child’s cognitive, social, and emotional development. Additionally, this course will study the impact of context and culture on child development. Throughout the course, we will incorporate a cultural, historical, and research approach.

Materials:

Berk, L.E. (2003). Child Development, 6th edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Exams:

There will be three in-class exams worth 100 points each. The final is not cumulative. Exams will draw from both text and class notes and may consist of (but are not limited to) true/false questions, multiple choice questions, matching elements, and short essays. (FYI: If classes are cancelled on a test day for any reason, then the test will be given on the first day classes resume.) Make-up exams require a legitimate excuse and will only be given under extraordinary circumstances at the discretion of the instructor.
Projects:
Students will have a few projects to choose from. More specific information about the projects will be provided in class and posted on WebCT. However, the projects will generally consist of a 2 to 3 page paper on a specific topic pertaining to child development. These projects are designed to help you integrate the topics covered in class. 
Class Activity/Participation:

There will be four unannounced class activities, which allow you to receive credit for participation and attendance. Each activity will be worth 10 points each. If you miss an activity due to absence or tardiness, you can not make it up at a later date. However, your lowest grade will be dropped. 
Attendance:
Since any discussion or activity occurring during class may be included on an exam, attendance and participation are very important. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate. And finally… please be on time to class!

Grading System:
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Grades are calculated by:    (Your points/Total Points) X 100

[The following is the grade key: 97-100= A+, 93-96=A, 90-92= A-, 87-89=B+, 83-86=B, 80-82=B-, 77-79=C+, 73-76=C, 70-72=C-, 67-100=D+, 63-66=D, < 63=F]

Other Information:

· This course will use WebCT as a homepage for handouts and important class information. The website is https://webct38.gmu.edu.

· Please feel free to stop by my office hours or email me with questions. Don’t wait until the date of the midterm or final to ask for help. Also, I am very receptive to any feedback you have about the class! 

· This syllabus may change slightly as the semester begins; however, advance notice will be given and changes would only be made to improve the overall quality of the class or in order to accommodate class cancellations due to inclement weather. 

Honor Code:

University Honor Code applies for this class and all its assignments. All work should be your own and should be cited properly using APA format. The honor code specifically applies to and has enforced disciplinary procedures for: Plagiarism, Lying (to administration or faculty), Falsifying documents, Cheating or attempted cheating, & Stealing. If you have not reviewed the student honor code please refer to: http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.html
Disabilities:

If you are a student who has been identified as eligible to receive accommodations due to a documented disability, please let me know as early as possible so that I can provide those for you. http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/services.html
Tentative Course Schedule:
	Date:
	Lecture Info
	Assignments Due:

	Jan 25
	Introduction & Syllabus Review
	

	Jan 27
	Theory & Research 
	Chapter 1, Chapter 2:optional

	Feb 1
	Biological Foundations
	Chapter 3

	Feb 3
	Infancy: Early Learning & Motor Skills
	Chapter 4: pages 122-144

	Feb 8
	Infancy: Perceptual Capacities
	Chapter 4: pages 145-167

	Feb 10
	Physical Growth
	Chapter 5: pages 168-192

	Feb 15
	Physical Growth
	Chapter 5: pages 193-215

	Feb 17
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 6: pages 216-251

	Feb 22
	Exam 1 [Chapters 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 (only up to page 248)]
	

	Feb 24
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 6: pages 252-267

	March 1
	Cognitive Development 
	Chapter 7: pages 268-281

	March 3
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 7: pages 282-309

	March 8


	Intelligence
	Chapter 8: pages 310-329

	March 10
	Intelligence
	Chapter 8: pages 330-351

	March 15 & 17
	SPRING BREAK!!!

	March 22
	Language Development
	Chapter 9: pages 352-375

	March 24
	Language Development
	Chapter 9: pages 376-391

	March 29
	Emotional Development
	Chapter 10: pages 392-416

	March 31
	Emotional Development
	Chapter 10: pages 417-433

	April 5
	Exam 2 [Chapters  6 (starting at page 249), 7, 8, 9, 10]
	

	April 7
	Self and Social Understanding
	Chapter 11: pages 434-455

	April 12
	Self and Social Understanding
	Chapter 11: pages 456-473

	April 14
	Moral Development
	Chapter 12: pages 474-501

	April 19
	Moral Development
	Chapter 12: pages 502-517

	April 21
	Development of Sex Differences and Gender Roles
	Chapter 13: pages 518-536

	April 26
	Development of Sex Differences and Gender Roles
	Chapter 13: pages 537-555

	April 28
	The Family
	Chapter 14 pages 556-586

	May 3
	The Family & Peers
	Chapter 14 & 15 pages 587-618

	May 5
	Media and Schooling
	Chapter 15 pages 619-642

	May 17
	Final  Exam : 7:30 a.m. to  10:15 a.m., [Chapters 11- 15]
	In  our classroom


