COURSE SYLLABUS for
ADOLESCENT PSYCHOLOGY (PSYC 314-003)
Spring 2005
Instructor: Jennifer J. Sims, M.A.
Email: jjackso2@gmu.edu

Phone: (703) 408-3725
Class Info: Meets Tuesday from 7:20-10:00 pm in David King 1006 

Office hours: Thursdays: 2:00 – 3:00 pm or by appointment
Location: Thompson Hall 131
Course Description:

This course will describe and investigate the emotional, social, and biological changes that characterize adolescence. This course will incorporate a cultural, historical, and research approach in order to: 

· Increase student awareness of adolescent development, environmental influences, & pathology.
· Enhance student sensitivity & understanding of multicultural issues as it pertains to adolescence.
Materials:

Required Text: Arnett, Jeffrey J. (2003). Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood: A cultural approach: second edition. NJ: Prentice Hall.
Supplemental Readings (Optional):

1. Steinberg, L., Scott, E.S. (2003). Less guilty by reason of adolescence: 

Developmental immaturity, diminished responsibility, and the juvenile death penalty. American Psychologist, 58(12), 1009-1018.

2. Choi, H. (2002). Understanding adolescent depression in an ethnocultural 

context. Advances in Nursing Science, 25(2), 71-85.

Exams:

There will be two in-class exams worth 100 points each (the final is not cumulative). Exams will draw from both text and class notes and may consist of (but are not limited to) true/false questions, multiple choice questions, matching elements, and short essays. (FYI: If classes are cancelled on a test day for any reason, then the test will be given on the first day classes resume.) Make-up exams require a legitimate excuse and will only be given under extraordinary circumstances at the discretion of the instructor.
Quizzes:

There will be a total of four quizzes to be taken at the start of the class. Each quiz is worth ten points. If you miss a quiz or are late to class, you can not take that quiz as at a later date. However, your lowest quiz grade will be dropped. If you come to class and do the readings these quizzes should not be that difficult for you. (FYI: If classes are cancelled on a quiz day for any reason, it will not be given on a different date and everyone will get full credit.)

Attendance:

Since any discussion or activity occurring during class may be included on an exam, attendance and participation are very important. Additionally, as already mentioned, quizzes can not be made up if you are absent. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate. And finally… please be on time to class!

Projects:

Students will have a few projects to choose from. More specific information about the projects will be provided in class and posted on WebCT. However, the projects will generally consist of a 2 to 4 page paper on a specific topic pertaining to adolescence. The projects are designed to help you integrate the topics covered in class, but they are not meant to be too labor intensive! Hopefully, they might even be fun (
Grading System:
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Grades are calculated by:    (Your points/Total Points) X 100

[The following is the grade key: 97-100= A+, 93-96=A, 90-92= A-, 87-89=B+, 83-86=B, 80-82=B-, 77-79=C+, 73-76=C, 70-72=C-, 67-100=D+, 63-66=D, < 63=F]

Other Important Information:

· This course will use WebCT as a homepage for handouts and important class information. The website is https://webct38.gmu.edu.

· The optional supplementary journal articles # 1 & 2 are available online through the library computer databases (OVID, e-journals). If you are having difficulty finding the articles, ask a librarian. 

· Please feel free to stop by my office hours or email me with questions. Don’t wait until the date of the midterm or final to ask for help. Also, I am very receptive to any feedback you have about the class! 

· This syllabus may change slightly as the semester begins; however, advance notice will be given and changes would only be made to improve the overall quality of the class or in order to accommodate class cancellations due to inclement weather. 

· I encourage class discussion and debate! However, sensitive topics will be covered, so please be respectful of one another’s opinions and experiences. This course does not intend to change opinions, but seeks to expose students to current research and a range of perspectives.

Honor Code:

University Honor Code applies for this class and all its assignments. All work should be your own and should be cited properly using APA format. The honor code specifically applies to and has enforced disciplinary procedures for: Plagiarism, Lying (to administration or faculty), Falsifying documents, Cheating or attempted cheating, & Stealing. If you have not reviewed the student honor code please refer to: http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.html
Disabilities:

If you are a student who has been identified as eligible to receive accommodations due to a documented disability, please let me know as early as possible so that I can provide those for you.

http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/services.html
Tentative Course Schedule:
	Date:
	Lecture Info
	Assignments Due:

	Week 1

Jan 25
	Introduction/ Syllabus Review

Historical Perspectives & Theoretical approaches


	Ch: 1

	Week 2

Feb 1
	Biological & Cognitive Foundation


	Ch: 2 (pages 49 – 61) & Ch. 3


	Week 3 

Feb 8

	Cultural Beliefs 
	Ch: 4 &
(Optional: Supplemental Reading #1)



	Week 4

Feb 15
	Gender
· Quiz on Chapters 2 & 3
	Ch: 5


	Week 5

Feb 22
	The Self
	 Ch: 6


	Week 6

March 1
	Family Relationships
· Quiz on Chapters 5 & 6
	Ch: 7


	Week 7

March 8
	MIDTERM (on chapters 1 through 7)

	Week 8

March 15
	SPRING BREAK!!!

	Week 9 

March 22
	Friends and Peers


	Ch: 8

	Week 10

March 29
	Dating, Love, and Sexuality

· Quiz on Chapter 8
	Ch: 9


	Week 11

April 5
	School

· Project 1 Due


	Ch: 10

	Week 12

April 12
	Work
	Ch: 11


	Week 13

April 19
	Media
· Quiz on Chapters 10 & 11
	Ch: 12

	Week 14

April 26


	Problems/Pathology 
· Project 2 Due
	Ch: 13 &
(Optional: Supplemental Reading #2)

	Week 15

May 3
	Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood in the 21st Century

	Ch: 14


	Week 16

Tuesday
May, 10
	FINAL EXAM (on chapters 8 through 14)
	7:30 pm-10:15 pm

Held in our classroom


