Syllabus:  PSYC 317-005
Spring, 2005

Scheduled for:
Tuesday and Thursday 1:30 – 2:45

Instructor:  
Michelle Harper

Office:

2064 David King Hall 

Phone:

703-993-2613
Email:

mharper1@gmu.edu
Hours:

11:30 – 12:30 Thursday


1:00 – 2:00 Wednesday 

Required Text:   
Ashcraft, M.A. (2002). Cognition (3rd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall. (Required)

Objectives:  
This course is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of early and contemporary theories of cognitive psychology.  Memory processing will be emphasized in this course but by completion you should understand other general cognitive processes, such as, attention, pattern recognition, language, and decision making.  Further, you should understand how empirical research drives the evolution of cognitive psychology. 

Attendance: 
Although I do not grade on attendance, I expect (barring unforeseen circumstances) to see you in class each week. Keep in mind that many of the topics discussed in class are not discussed (or at least not in as much detail) in your text book.  If you miss a class, it is up to you to learn the missed information. PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES AND/OR PAGERS.

GMU Honor Code: 
George Mason University has a code of Honor that each of you accept by enrolling as a student. My expectation is that all of the work you do for me in this class will be your own work.  

Exam Make-up Policy: 
You may take a test after (or before) the scheduled date only if you (a)  receive my permission before the day of the test, or (b) have a valid excuse (note from a doctor, judge, sergeant, etc.).  Papers will not be accepted beyond the due date.


Exams:

There will be three non-cumulative, closed book exams based on assigned readings, book chapters, lectures, and in class assignments.  A review of the exam material will occur in class before test day.  Each exam will be made up of a combination of short essay, fill in the blank, and multiple choice.  Scantrons and blue books are required.
Research Paper:

Students will be required to turn in a 5 page research paper.  The paper must be in APA format and on a topic related to cognitive psychology (topic must be approved by instructor).  
In Class Assignments:

There will be three in class assignments.  These assignments will be relevant to the section you will be tested on.  You must be in class the day of the assignment in order to receive a grade.  

Extra Credit:


You can earn 2 to 6 points of extra credit.  You must participate in a minimum of 2 hours of research or attend a minimum of 2 brown bag lectures in order to earn 2 points.  For each addition hour of research or lecture you attend you will earn an additional point, up to 6 points.  

Grading:


You can earn a total of 1006 points in this class:


Exam 1

  165





Exam 2

  165


Exam 3

  165  


Class 1

   75

Class 2

   75


Class 3

   75


Paper 1

    15


Paper 2

  100


Paper 3

  165


Extra Credit
      6


Total 

1006

Grading Scale:



A+ = 970 +



A   = 900 - 960


B+ = 870 – 890


B   = 800 - 860
C+ = 770 -790 

C   = 700 - 760
D+ = 670 - 690 

D   = 600 - 660
Technology:  
Email and Webct.  Webct will be set up for you to review assignments, to download notes and articles, and for discussion groups.

Schedule

Class Date(s)


Topic



                  Reading(s) 

Jan. 25th

Introduction / History of Cognition 

Chapter 1


Jan. 27th - Feb 1st 
The Cognitive Science Approach

Chapter 2


Feb. 3rd – Feb. 8th 
Perception, Pattern Recognition, Agnosias
Chapter 3 and Sacks

Feb 10th 

1st draft of paper is due



Exam review




In Class Assignment 1
 Feb. 15th 

First Exam (Chapters 1-3)
Feb. 17th - Feb 22nd 
Attention




Chapter 4
Feb. 24th & March 1st 
Short term and Working Memory

Chapter 5 and Miller
March 3rd & 8th

Episodic Long Term Memory


Chapter 6 and Baddeley



Semantic Long Term Memory


Chapter 7







March 10th 

2nd Draft Of paper due



Interactions in Long term Memory

Chapter 8
March 15th & 17th 
Spring Break
March 22nd 

Exam review




In class assignment 2




 March 24th

Second Exam (Chapters 4-8)

March 29th & 31st  
Language




Chapter 9 and Hauser..
April 5th & 7th 

Comprehension




Chapter 10





April 12th &14th 

Reasoning and Decision Making


Chapter 11
April 19th & 21st
 
TBA
April 26th & 28th

Problem Solving



Chapter 12, Metcalfe..
May 3rd & 5th 

3rd draft of paper due




Exam Review



In class assignment 3
May 12th 

Final 1:30 p.m. - 4:15 pm (Chapters 9-12)
Reading:

Ashcraft, M.A. (2002). Cognition (3rd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall. (Required)
Miller, G. (1956).  The magic number seven, plus or minus two:  Some limits on our capacity for processing information.  Psychological Review, 63 (2), 81 -97. (On reserve in JC library)

Sacks, O. (1998).  The man who mistook his wife for a hat.  New York, NY:  Touchstone. (Pg. 8-22 only / On reserve in JC library)
Baddeley, A. (2000).  The episodic buffer:  a new component of working memory?  Trends in Cognitive Psychology, 4 (11).  417 – 421 (On reserve in JC library)

Hauser, M. D, Chomsky, N., Fitch, W. T. (2002).  The faculty of language: What is it, who has it, and how did it evolve? Science, 298(5598, 1569-1579. (On WebCT)

Metcalfe, J. & Weibe, D. (1987).  Intuition in insight and noninsight problems.  Memory & Cognition, 15, 238-246 (on reserve in JC library)
