 Psychology 414 001: Behavior Disorders of Childhood
Syllabus Spring 2005

Tuesday 7:30 P.M.-10:00 P.M.
Instructor:  

Nicole Owings, M.A.


Email: 


nowings@gmu.edu  *Best way to reach me is by e-mail*

Office:


Thompson Hall Room 131 

Office Phone: 

(703) 993-1349  (do NOT rely on this)

Office Hours:

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 PM or by appointment

Mailbox:  

Graduate mailboxes in David King Hall, second floor

Required Text:  

Wicks-Nelson, R., & Israel, A. C. (2003). Behavior disorders of childhood (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Recommended Text:  

American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed., Text revision). DSM-IV-TR. Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Publishing, Inc.
Course Description:

This course is intended to provide an overview of major topics in the field of child psychopathology.  Theory, behavioral presentation, etiology, diagnostic considerations, assessment, and treatment of the primary behavioral and emotional disorders of childhood and adolescents will be discussed.  There will be an emphasis on risk and protective factors, as well as biological, social, and environmental influences within a developmental framework.  Current research will be reviewed in an attempt to understand the complexity and controversy in defining many of these disorders.  

Class Participation:  

Psychology 414 is an intensive, applied clinical seminar-style class.  Regular class attendance, therefore, is very strongly recommended.  Participation in class discussions also is strongly recommended.  If you are not in class and participating, you are not learning the material.


Term Paper:  

Each student will write an original (not recycled) scholarly Term Paper on some aspect of child and adolescent psychopathology related to one of the five broad Panel Discussion topics (described below).  The written report must: 1) be at least 10 double-spaced typed pages (of text), 2) adhere to basic principles of scientific writing, and 3) include at least six quality references.  Term Papers are due on the day of the Panel Presentations.  Term Paper topics must be pre-approved by the instructor.


Panel Presentations:  

Each student will participate in, and assist in leading class discussion on, one of five Panel Discussion topic groups (sign up list to follow).  The Panel Discussion broad topics are:

1. Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ADHD, Oppositional Defiant Disorder, Conduct Disorder)

2. Internalizing Disorders (Anxiety Disorders)
3. Internalizing Disorders (Mood Disorders) 

4. Pervasive Developmental Disorders including Autistic Disorders; Schizophrenias and Psychotic Disorders
5. Mental Retardation; Language-based Learning Disabilities; Nonverbal Learning Disabilities

Each Panel Discussion group has the responsibility of coordinating their respective panel so as to properly cover the topic (without needless duplication) in an interesting, scholarly, and stimulating fashion.  Each panel member also will highlight their own Term Paper in a brief oral presentation.
Course Assignments, Due Dates, and Grading:  

This course consists of lectures and assigned readings.  Reading assignments for lecture topics are shown in Table 1.  The material should be read before the designated lecture.  In class quizzes are given on assigned readings at the beginning of designated classes, so keep up to date.  The final examination will be objective (fill-in-the-blank, matching, true-false, multiple-choice), short essays, and cumulative.  The deadlines for handing in the term paper are firm.

Grading will be determined by: 

· 3 In Class Quizzes: 30%

· Term Paper: 20%

· Panel Discussion group: 20% 

· Final Examination: 30%

The final grade will be calculated using the following conversion system: 93 – 100 = A; 90 – 92 = A-; 87 – 89 = B+; 83 – 86 = B; 80 – 82 = B-; 77 – 79 = C+; 73 – 76 = C; 70 – 72 = C-; 67 – 69 = D+; 63 – 66 = D; 60 – 62 = D-; Below 60% = F.  If your grade is borderline, class participation may be counted in your favor.  If the quality of your work shows progressive improvement over the course of the semester, the demonstration of mastery by the course’s end will be counted in your favor. 

Extra Credit:
Research Participation You may choose to participate in psychological experiments for up to 4 extra credit points added to your final grade.  Each hour of extra credit participation will be counted as 2 extra credit points. (Thus, you may volunteer for 2 hours of extra credit participation).  Each experiment must be offered by the psychology department (no non‑university affiliated experiments).  The Psychology Department has a written set of guidelines for participation in research.  A copy of the guidelines is posted on the Research Subject Information Board in David King Hall or can be obtained from the Undergraduate Research Coordinator in the Psychology Department Office.  If you wish to do extra credit, plan on participating early in the semester, as the experiments fill quickly at the end of the semester.  I am not responsible if you cannot find an open experiment and will not offer alternative extra credit opportunities.

Extra Course Credit:

Students may enroll simultaneously in PSYC 328 for additional course credit.  Please see Dr. Hurley in the Department of  Psychology for further information.

Honor Code:  

GMU has an Honor Code.  Students are expected to know, understand, and adhere to this Honor Code.

Special Help and Accommodations: 

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for assignments (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.
Table 1. Lecture Course and Sequence and Requirements

	Date:
	414 Topical Outline
	Assignments:

	Jan. 25


	Introduction
	BDC Chapter 1

	Day 1
	
	

	Feb. 1
	Disordered Behavior; Influences and Risks in the Developmental Process
	BDC Chapters 2-3



	Day 2
	
	

	Feb. 8
	Research: Role & Methods; Classification, Assessment, Tx
	BDC Chapters 4-5  (DSM pp. 1-37) 

	Day 3
	
	

	Feb. 15


	Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ADHD)
	BDC Chapter 9  (DSM pp. 85-93) 

	Day 4
	
	 

	Feb. 15
	Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ODD, CD)
	BDC Chapter 8  (DSM pp. 93-103) 



	Day 5
	
	 

	Feb. 22
	Internalizing Disorders (Anxiety Disorders)
	BDC Chapter 6  (DSM pp. 429-484) 



	Day 6
	
	 In Class Quiz 1

	March 1
	Internalizing Disorders (Mood Disorders)
	BDC Chapter 7  (DSM pp. 325-428) 


	Day 7
	
	 

	March 8
	Pervasive Developmental Disorders including Autistic Disorders; Schizophrenias and Psychotic Disorders
	BDC Chapter 12  (DSM pp. 69-84) 



	Day 8
	
	

	March 22
	Mental Retardation; Language-based Learning Disabilities; Nonverbal Learning Disabilities
	BDC Chapters 10-11  (DSM pp. 41-56) 

	Day 9 
	 
	In Class Quiz 2

	March 29
	Disorders of Basic Physical Functions
	BDC Chapter 13  (DSM pp. 116-121, 103-108, 585-593)

	Day 10
	
	

	April

5
	Psychological Factors Affecting Medical Condition
	BDC Chapter 14 

	Day 11
	
	

	April 12
	Final Issues and Future Directions
	BDC Chapter 15  (DSM pp. 759-818)

	Day 12
	
	In Class Quiz 3

	April

19
	Panel Discussions
	

	Day 13
	
	

	April 26
	Panel Discussions
	

	Day 14
	
	

	May 3


	Panel Discussions
	

	Day 15
	
	

	May 10


	Final Examination
	

	
	 
	


