                   ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY (PSYC 325)PRIVATE 

                Summer 2001, Section B01, course 51091; 

       4:30 ‑ 7:10 PM, Tuesdays and Thursdays in David King 2007

Professor:     Jerome L. Short, Ph.D.

Office:        David King Hall 2045   Phone:  703‑993‑1368

E-Mail:        jshort@gmu.edu  WEB:  mason.gmu.edu/~jshort
Office Hours:  3:30 - 4:30 Tuesdays & Thursdays

Textbook:      Davison, G. C., & Neale, J. M.  (2001). Abnormal psychology.                New York, NY:  John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

     Welcome!  This course will introduce you to the major principles of assessing and treating abnormal behavior.  You will also have the opportunity to apply these principles to your own behavior and well‑being. I expect you to attend class regularly and to complete all reading assignments before each class.  I will use class time for lectures, discussions, videos, and class demonstrations of psychological concepts.

Requirements.  

Three Exams.  Your exams are each worth 100 points (300 points total).  The exams are 80% multiple choice (40 questions worth 2 points each) and 20% essay questions (4 questions worth from 4 to 6 points each) based on classroom activities and the textbook.  The exams will each focus on six chapters and are not cumulative.

Extra Credit.  You can earn up to 6 points of extra credit which is added onto your point total for the class.  There are two ways to earn these points.  First, you can participate as a volunteer for three hours in psychology department research (2 points per hour).  Alternatively, you can write a psychology journal article summary and critique on a content area covered by your book that is three typed pages (2 points per page).

Grading.  I will base your final grade on your point total.

A  = 279 ‑ 300 (93% or more)      

A- = 270 – 278 (90 - 92%) 

B+ = 261 – 269 (87 – 89%)         

B  = 249 ‑ 260 (83 - 86%)

B- = 240 – 248 (80 – 82%)         

C+ = 231 ‑ 239 (77 - 79%)

C  = 210 – 230 (70 – 76%)         

D  = 180 ‑ 209 (60 – 69%)  

F  = 000 ‑ 179 (below 60%).

Course Topics and Reading Assignments:

5/29   Ch. 1: Historical and Scientific Considerations; pp. 1-19.

       Ch. 2: Current Paradigms; pp. 20‑59.

5/31   Ch. 17: Psychological Intervention; pp. 494‑528.   

       Ch. 18: Legal and Ethical Issues; pp. 529-564.

6/5    Ch. 3: Classification and Diagnosis; pp. 60-75.

       Ch. 4: Clinical Assessment Procedures; pp. 76-104.

6/7    No Class

6/12   *** EXAM 1 ***

6/14   Ch. 5: Research Methods; pp. 105‑125.

       Ch. 6: Anxiety Disorders; pp. 126‑158.

6/19   Ch. 7: Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders; pp. 159‑181.

       Ch. 8: Psychophysiological Disorders; pp. 182-220.

6/21   Ch. 9:  Eating Disorders; pp. 221-240.

       Ch. 10: Mood Disorders; pp. 241‑281.

6/26   *** EXAM 2 ***

6/28   Ch. 11: Schizophrenia; pp. 282‑316. 

       Ch. 12: Substance-Related Disorders; pp. 317-356.

7/3    Ch. 13: Personality Disorders; pp. 357‑379.    

       Ch. 14: Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders; pp. 380-416.

7/5    Ch. 15: Disorders of Childhood; pp. 417‑455.

7/10   Ch. 16: Aging and Psychological Disorders; pp. 456‑493.

7/12   *** EXAM 3 ***  

