
SYLLABUSPRIVATE 


Psychology 325: Abnormal Psychology


Summer Session C, 2001
Instructor:  Otto Wahl            Office:  King Hall, 2044

Office hours:  R 12-1 PM                Phone:  993-1361

e-mail: owahl@gmu.edu

Content:  This course will focus on the description and conceptual explanations of the major disorders of DSM-IV.  The core content of the course will be material from the assigned text.  Lectures and class discussion will be primarily for supplementing and clarifying text material.

Exams:  There will be three exams, each involving 50 short answer (multiple-choice, true-false, identification, definition) questions, with one point earned for each correct answer.  Each exam will cover approximately one-third of the course material, as indicated in the Schedule of Class Topics below.  Students must take all three exams, but only the best two exam grades will be counted toward the final course grade.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.

Grading:  Grades will be assigned according to the number of points accumulated on exams and extra-credit assignments, as follows:


93-100 = A


77-79 = C+


90-92  =  A-


70-76 = C


87-89  =  B+


65-69 = D


83-86   = B


< 65 = F


80-82   = B-




Extra Credit:  Students will have the opportunity to earn extra credit points (points added on to exam points at the end of the course) by doing any one or two (but not more than two) of the following:


1.  Preparation of a paper summarizing one of the books from a list of recommended readings.  Students may select any book on the list OR another of their choosing that has been approved by the instructor. The student must read the book and summarize it by writing a one-paragraph description of each chapter in the book.  The summary should be typed, double-spaced and submitted by the end of class time on Monday, July 30, 2001.  One to four extra credit points may be awarded based on the quality of thought and writing.


2.  Completion of extra-credit assignments from web sites related to the course.  There is a web site produced by the publishers of the text (http://www.wwnorton.com/abnormal) and a site created by the instructor that contains additional information for students in Abnormal Psychology courses (http:osf1.gmu.edu/~owahl/ABNWEB.HTM).  There will be a series of three simple questions posed in class during the Summer session that can be answered by going to one of these web sites.  Students need to pass in, or e-mail to the instructor, the answer to each question within a designated time.  Students will receive one extra credit point for each correct answer.  

 
3.  Preparation of a paper reviewing a research article:  Students may select any article, that is from a professional psychology journal AND is cited in the text or lecture, and write a 3-5 page paper describing and critiquing that article (e.g., discussing strengths and limitations of methodology, assessing how well data support the conclusions offered).  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, with references listed in APA style.  Papers must be submitted by the end of class time on Monday, July 30, 2001.  One to four extra credit points may be awarded based on the quality of thought and writing.

     
4.  Participation in Psychology research: Students may volunteer as participants in psychology research being conducted at GMU and receive one extra-credit point for each one hour of research, up to a maximum of three points.  The Psychology Department has a written set of guidelines for participation in research for extra-credit.  Major features of these guidelines include the requirements that researchers explain the study to participants, that students complete a form indicating their understanding of the study, and that participants have an opportunity to provide feedback to the Psychology Department concerning researcher and instructor adherence to guidelines.  Complete guidelines are available from the Psychology Department office in King Hall.

Honor Code: Students at George Mason University are bound by an Honor Code.  Cheating, attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing of academic work constitute Honor Code violations.  It is expected that students will be familiar with the provisions of the GMU Honor Code, adhere to it, and uphold it.

Special Needs:  If you have a physical or mental disability for which you may need accommodations to complete the course, please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course and provide documentation from the GMU Disability Resource Center (SUB I, Room 234).

Textbooks:

     Seligman, M. E. P., Walker, E., & Rosenhan, D. L. (2001).  Abnormal Psychology, 4th edition.  New York: W. W. Norton. [Required]

     Sullivan, K.  (2001).  Study guide for Seligman, Walker, & Rosenhan’s Abnormal Psychology, fourth edition.  New York: W. W. Norton. [Recommended]

Tentative Schedule of Class Topics

 Date               Topic                 


Reading Assignment
M  72       Introduction/definitions      

T  7/3       Misconceptions/Media images    

SWR, Chap. 1

W 7/4
    HOLIDAY; NO CLASS

R  7/5       Stigma




SWR, Chap. 16, pp. 640-648, 672-675*


M  7/9      Models                         


SWR, Chaps. 3 & 4

T  7/10    Research and Classification    

SWR, Chap. 2

W  7/11   Organic mental disorders       

SWR, Chap. 11, pp. 475-488*

R  7/12    Schizophrenia I:  Symptoms     

SWR, Chap. 10

M  7/16   Schizophrenia II:  Causes and treatments     SWR, Chap. 15, pp. 648-667* 


    EXAM I (material through 7/11)

T  7/17    Mood Disorders I:  Symptoms    

SWR, Chap. 7

W  7/18   Mood Disorders II: Causes and treatments

R  7/19    Anxiety Disorders I            


SWR, Chap. 5

M  7/23   Anxiety Disorders II            

T  7/24    Somatoform & Dissociative Disorders   
SWR, Chap. 6

W  7/25   Personality Disorders          


SWR, Chap. 9


    EXAM II (material covered 7/12-7/23)

R  7/26    Substance Use Disorders        

SWR, Chap. 14

M  7/30   Childhood Disorders            


SWR, Chap. 8


    EXTRA-CREDIT PAPERS DUE

T  7/31     Psychological factors          


SWR,  Chaps. 12 & 13

R  8/2       EXAM III 10:30-1:15 (material covered 7/24-7/31) 

*Indicates that the assignment involves only part of a chapter.

