PSYC 414, Section C01

Behavior Disorders of Childhood

Instructor:  
John D. Wasserman, Ph.D.

3F5 Department of Psychology

George Mason University

4400 University Drive

Fairfax, Virginia  22030-4444

Phone: (703) 993-1748 (direct) or 1398 (main office)

Fax: (703) 352-0035

Email: jwasserm@gmu.edu
Office Hours: 30 minutes after class each day, or by appointment.

Dates and Times:  

This course will be taught every Monday through Thursday, July 2, 2001 through August 7, 2001. Times are 11:45 a.m. to 1:50 p.m.

Location:  Robinson Hall B105

Description of Course: 

Behavior Disorders of Childhood is an introduction to child psychopathology, with an emphasis on clinical characteristics, classification and diagnosis, epidemiology, etiology, theories, research methods, assessments, and treatments. It will emphasize the developmental context of various disorders, risk and resiliency factors, and environmental and biological contributions.

Dates and Readings:

July 2

Introduction; Course Outline; Video and Discussion

July 3

Defining Disordered Behavior (Chapter 1)

July 4

Holiday—classes do not meet

July 5

The Developmental Context (Chapter 2)

July 9

Approaches to Behavior Disorders (Chapter 3)

July 10

Research Methodologies (Chapter 4)

July 11

Classification and Assessment (Chapter 5)

July 12

Anxiety Disorders (Chapter 6); Quiz 1 (short answer)

July 16

Child and Adolescent Depression (Chapter 7)

July 17

Oppositional Defiant Disorders, Conduct Disorders (Chapter 8)

July 18

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders (Chapter 9)

July 19

Midterm Exam (multiple choice)

July 23

Mental Retardation  (Chapter 10)

July 24

Language and Learning Disabilities (Chapter 11)

July 25

Autism and Schizophrenia (Chapter 12)

July 26

Eating and Elimination Disorders (Chapter 13); Quiz 2 (short answer)

July 30

Psychological Factors Affecting Medical Condition (Chapter 14)

July 31

Early Identification, Prevention, Resiliency (Chapter 15); Extra Credit due

August 1
Study Day

August 2
Final Exam (multiple choice)

Prerequisites:

PSYC 313 and 325 or Permission of Instructor

Required Texts: 

Wicks-Nelson, R., & Israel, A. C. (2000). Behavior disorders of childhood (4th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Grades:

Grades are based upon results from two quizzes and two examinations, with an extra credit option available. The two in-class multiple choice examinations will each count 40% of your final grade, and the two in-class short-answer quizzes will each count 10% of your final grade. Exams and quizzes are based upon classroom lectures and readings. Classroom participation is a plus and will be considered if you are on the borderline between grades. 

Extra Credit Option: For any of the behavior disorders covered in this course, compile a list not to exceed 5 typed pages of regional community resources and internet sites, along with addresses, phones, web site, and brief descriptions. Turn in a hard copy and disk on July 31. The list you turn in should be of sufficiently good quality that it could be distributed to  your classmates or given as a resource guide to parents and families. This Extra Credit Option can add up to 10 percent to  your grade (same as a quiz).

Attendance Policy:

Attendance for all classroom sessions is mandatory.

