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DATE




TOPIC




ASSIGNMENT
Jul 2

Introduction: history; associative and cognitive

H: Ch.1 + p. 199-204

approaches

Jul 4

Independence Day




COOKOUT!!!

Jul 6

Attention, sensory memory



H: Ch. 3; R#1

Jul 9

Pattern recognition; declarative and procedural

H: Ch. 4, 5

knowledge

Jul 11

More knowledge representation



H: Ch. 5 (cont.), 6; B&A: p.       1-65

Jul 16

Intro. to memory; working memory; LTM

H: P. 204-211, Ch. 8, R#2;           H: Ch. 9

Jul 18

Episodic and semantic memory



H: Ch. 9 (cont.); R#3, 4, 5

(last date to have paper topic approved)

Jul 20

MIDTERM EXAM

Jul 23

Memory (cont.); concepts /categories


R# 6, 7; H: p. 384-390, R#8,9

Jul 25

Everyday memory and cognition


H: p. 427-434; R#10, 11, 12,        13, 14

Jul 27

Language; language comprehension


H: Ch. 10, 11

Jul 30

Language comprehension (cont.); reading and

H: Ch. 11 (cont.), 12

writing

(date by which it would be nice to receive paper!)

Aug 1

Problem solving and reasoning



H; Ch. 13, 14 (except p.384-         390)

(final paper due date for grade other than IN)

Aug 6

FINAL EXAM





CELEBRATE (afterwards, of       course)!!!

______________________________________________________________________________
Assignment Key:
8: 
Haberlandt, K. (1997).  Cognitive psychology (2nd ed.).  Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon. (Required text)

B&A:

Bechtel, W., & Abrahamsen, A. (1991).  Connectionism and the mind: An introduction to parallel processing networks.  Cambridge, MA: Basil Blackwell.  (On 2-hour reserve in the Johnson Center Library.)
Readings (all on 2-hour reserve in the Johnson Center Library):

1. 
Gegenfurtner, K. R, & Sperling, G. (1993).  Information transfer in iconic memory experiments.  Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception and Performance, 19, 845-866.

2. 
Baddeley, A., Gathercole, S., & Papagno, C. (1998).  The phonological loop as a language learning device.  Psychological Review, 105, 158-173.

3. 
Schacter, D. L., & Tulving, E. (1994).  What are the memory systems of 1994?  In D. L. Schacter and E. Tulving (ed.), Memory systems 1994 (p. 1-38).  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

4. 
Tulving, E. (1985).  How many memory systems are there?  American Psychologist, 40, 385-398.

5. 
Wheeler, M. A., Stuss, D. T., & Tulving, E. (1997).  Toward a theory of episodic memory: The frontal lobes and autonoetic consciousness.  Psychological Bulletin, 121, 331-354.

6. 
Schacter, D. L. (1992). Understanding implicit memory: A cognitive neuroscience approach.  American Psychologist, 47, 559-569.

7. 
Schacter, D. L. (1999).  The seven sins of memory: Insights from psychologyh and cognitive neuroscience.  American Psychologist, 54, 182-203.

8. 
Johnson, K. E., & Mervis, C. B. (1997).  Effects of varying levels of expertise on the basic level of categorization.  Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 126, 248-277.


9. 
Lakoff, G. (1987).  Women, fire and dangerous things: What categories reveal about the mind (p. xi-xvii; 5-11).  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

10. 
Neisser, U. (1985).  Toward an ecologically oriented cognitive science.  In T. M. Schechter, & M. P. Toglia (eds.), New directions in cognitive science (p. 17-32).  Norwood, NJ: Ablex.

11. 
Banaji, M. R., & Crowder, R. G. (1989).  The bankruptcy of everyday memory.  American Psychologist, 44, 1185-1193.

12. 
Miller, M. B., & Wolford, G. L. (1999).  Theoretical commentary: The role of criterion shift in false memory.  Psychological Review, 106, 398-405.

13. 
Roediger, H. L., & McDermott, K. B. (1999).  False alarms about false memories.  Psychological Review, 106, 406-410.

14. 
Thompson, C. P., Skowronski, J. J., Larsen, S. F., & Betz, A. L. (1996).  Autobiographical memory: Remembering what and remembering when (p. 1-20).  Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

PSYC 701 (Cognitive Bases of Behavior) is an advanced review of current topics, concepts, and theories related  memory and cognition.  The focus is quite broad, and the course emphasis is on discussing recent advancements in broadly selected areas of memory and cognition.  Familiarity with information equivalent to that in an undergraduate course in learning and memory or cognitive psychology is a prerequisite.  Please read the assigned chapters and readings by the dates specified on the syllabus.  One or two students will be responsible for leading the discussion of each of the readings during the appropriate class period (see below).  Specific assignments will be made during the first period.    

Exams: There will be two noncumulative closed-book exams, each based on assigned chapters, readings, and class discussions.  Each will include both short answer (e.g., identifications, 2-3 sentence summaries of factual information, etc.) and longer essay questions.  Essays will normally require integration of several topics.  Some choice of essay questions will be available.

Paper: A 6-10 page (exclusive of references, figures, etc.) applications paper is required and is due by class time on Aug 1 (earlier would, of course, be preferable!).  Please clear a topic with me by July 16 (although clearing a topic and getting started much earlier is strongly suggested!).  In your paper, you should briefly review a theory and/or set of related research findings and show in detail how this information can be applied in a new way in a personal or professional setting.  Your application should be original and not simply a summary of a previous application or set of applications.  Your paper should include relevant and current references, as appropriate, but its essence should be a well-formed discussion relating theory and research to application.  Be sure to divide your paper into smaller sections (obvious candidates for major headings are “Research review” and “Application”), and use quotations sparingly.  An optional draft review is available on or before July 27.  (Please make an appointment for the review.)  Also, you should submit TWO copies if you would like one returned.  I will keep one copy for my future reference.  Papers should be written in APA style and format.  Style/format will be considered in assigning paper grades.  An example of an applications paper is available on 2-hour reserve in the Johnson Center Library.

Other Assignments: A student (or two students, in the case of a few of the long readings) will be responsible for leading the class discussion for each of the assigned readings.  This student should prepare an overhead or two (or a handout) to help structure the discussion.  The presenter should NOT simply summarize the article.  Rather, s/he should be a facilitator who may highlight some important points, but primarily organized the class discussion.  Generally, discussions should take about 15-20 minutes per reading, but the duration is flexible.

Each student who is not presenting is responsible for e-mailing the presenter at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled presentation with a question or point for discussion that s/he would like to have included in the discussion.  The presenter should organize at least part of the discussion around these points.  Clearly, not everybody’s question or issue can be accommodated, but they should provide some guidance to the presenter.  Please copy your e-mail to me.  I will keep a record of participation that will be factored into your course grade (see next section of syllabus).
Grades: Grades will be based on exam scores (30% each), paper (30%), and class participation (10%).  Participation implies attendance and active involvement in class discussion, especially with regard to assigned readings, and most especially with regard to the discussion you will be leading.

Office Hours et al.:  
Office hours: 6:15-6:50 on days the class meets

Office location: 2046 David King Hall

Telephone: (703) 993-1351

E-mail address: jsanford@gmu.edu  (For questions and comments that do not require real-time dialogue, please us e-mail.  I will check e-mail regularly.)

Honor Code: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.  When taking exams, no books, notes, student interaction, etc. will be allowed.  Each paper must be solely the product of the student except for suggestions from draft review.  Assistance from others in identifying and locating references and in proper formatting are permitted, but the organization, text, etc. of the paper must be done by the student submitting it.  Quotations should be few in number and properly attributed.

