Developmental Disabilities

PSYC 461-X04
Syllabus - Summer 2002
David King 2053, Mondays & Wednesdays 4:30 – 7:10 pm


Instructor:
Cheryl A. Nolte

Phone:
(703) 304-5922

Box:
Psychology Dept. Mailroom

E-mail:
cnolte@gmu.edu 

Office Hours and Location:
 M T W: 7:20-8:00 pm, DK 1034A and by appointment


Required Text and Readings
Batshaw, M. (Ed.). (1997). Children with Disabilities, 4th Edition. Baltimore: Brookes Publishing. 

Additional readings will be made available to students as required.

Optional Text


Dykens, E. M., Hodapp, R. M., & Finucane, B. M. (2000). Genetics and Mental Retardation Syndromes: A New Look at Behavior and Interventions. Baltimore: Brookes Publishing.

Goal
The goal of this course is to familiarize the student with the myriad of developmental disabilities affecting infants, children, and adolescents. Students will learn the biological, genetic, and environmental causes of developmental disabilities; their course; treatments/interventions; and effects on cognition, development, and psychosocial well being. This course will be of interest to students wishing to work with special populations, children at-risk, and children with atypical development. Current research on prevention and intervention will be a focus of discussion, particularly in light of recent breakthroughs in the field of behavioral genetics. This course will take a person and family-centered approach to the field—respecting those individuals and families meeting the challenge of life with developmental disabilities. Ethics and politics of disabilities have historically been hot topics; this class will consider these topics throughout the course. It is expected that this class will be interactive and that students will participate in class discussions; significant portions of most classes will be devoted to discussion of case studies and materials. Please be sure to read the assigned chapters/pages and readings by the dates specified on the syllabus! 

Schedule
Date
Topic
Assignment

6/17
Introduction


6/19
Basic Molecular and Behavioral Genetics
B-1 & 2; (D-2)

6/24
Mental Retardation: Many Causes, Many Faces
B-16, article; (D-1)

6/26
Genetic Disorders I: Fragile X, Turner’s, and 22q deletion
B-18, article; (D-7)

7/1
Genetic Disorders II: Down, Prader-Willi, Angelman, Syndromes
B-17, article; (D-3, 6, 7)

7/3
Independence Day Holiday Tomorrow, No Class Today
Have a safe and happy 4th 

7/8
Autism Spectrum Disorders, The Asperger’s Debate 
B-Ch 21 & article

7/10
Savant Syndrome: Paradox of Talent and Disability & Williams Syndrome
articles; (D-4)

7/15
Cerebral Palsy, Hydrocephalus, Spina Bifida
B-Ch 24, 25, article

7/17
Metabolic Disorders
B-Ch 19

7/22
Sensory Impairment: Vision and Hearing
B-Ch 11,12

7/24
Dual Diagnosis and the Problem of Comorbidity
B-Ch 20

7/29
Daily Life and the Politics of Developmental Disabilities
B-Ch 34 & 35

7/31
Putting it all together


Honor Code
GMU operates under an explicit Honor Code. As a student at George Mason you are expected to be familiar with the code and to abide by its provisions. For this course, you may use any means available to you in order to learn the material. Group study is encouraged to facilitate learning. Papers must be your own work. Plagiarism is a violation of the Honor Code; all instances will be reported to the Honor Committee.

Evaluation
There will be no examinations for this course. Your grade will be determined based on the following breakdown:

4 Reflection Papers (2 pages each):  60% towards your final grade (see Reflection Paper below)
Final Paper: 30% (see Final Paper below)

Class Participation and Attendance: 10%
Reflection Papers: Over the course of the semester you will be required to write 4 reflection papers of approximately 2 pages each. The purpose of the paper is to think about the readings and class topic and offer your own personal insight or opinion on the subject. Reflection paper topics and due dates will be assigned during the first class. Students will be able to have some choice in their topics.

Final Paper: A ten (10) page (double-spaced) critical literature review is due by 5pm on August 7th – papers are to be turned in to the instructors’ mailbox. The title page and reference page do not count towards the page total. Your paper may be longer than 10 pages if you wish; there is no maximum length. In this paper, you should briefly review a series of integrated research findings on a topic of interest. You must use at least 5 relevant and current (within the last 6 years) articles and references; your textbook may not be used as a reference. This paper must follow APA style and format guidelines for the citation of references only. Please clear a paper topic with the instructor before August 1st.

Miscellaneous
Students with disabilities who require accommodations should identify themselves to the instructor; please be prepared to provide verification from the Disability Resource Center. Others with nondocumented needs should talk privately with the instructor. Students should feel free to approach the instructor with any difficulties affecting coursework; all information will remain confidential. 

GMU has several valuable resources available to all students desiring additional help or support. The Writing Center provides free tutoring in areas related to written work. In addition to providing personal counseling, the Counseling Center offers a variety of free services including study skills workshops, tutor referral program, and self-help guides.

Service Learning: You may earn service learning credit by enrolling in PSYC 327 or 328 and completing the service learning and associated activities in a placement appropriate to the content of this course. For further information please contact Dr. Mike Hurley at mhurley2@gmu.edu.

