Basic Concepts in Psychology

PSYC 100 Section A01

Instructor: Sherry Eyer, Ph.D.

Phone: (703) 475-6499

Box: Psychology Department Mailroom
e-mail: seyer@gmu.edu

Location: West Building 258


Dates:May 19 to June 17 Monday-Thursday

Times: 9:30 to 11:35

.

Date of Final Exam: June 19

Office Hours and Location: 30 minutes after each class day or by appointment: DK2068

Required Text:

Wade, C., & Tavris, C. (2002). Invitation to psychology (2nded.), Prentice Hall.

Honor Code:

The Honor Code of George Mason University, as described in the University Handbook, will be enforced throughout the duration of this course.  Students are expected to be familiar with this code and strictly adhere to its provisions.  Further, students are strongly encouraged to assist the instructor in enforcing the Honor Code. Suspected violations of this code will be reported to the Honor Court.

Course Description:

This course is intended to provide a broad overview of the field of psychology.  We will discuss history and development, influential theories, and current research and applications in psychology.  The primary goal of this course will be to introduce the student to the study of human motivation, behavior, and cognition within a scientific framework.  Due to the breadth of material presented in this course, it will not be possible to cover any topic in depth.  After successful completion of this course, interested students are encouraged to investigate more advanced psychology courses available in their area of interest.  

Evaluation:

There will be three non-cumulative exams and a final exam.  Course grades will be determined from the top three scores on these equally weighted exams, with 180 total possible points.  Students who are satisfied with their grade from the first three exams, may elect not to take the final, cumulative exam. Make-up exams will not be given  

The following grading system will be used:  90-100, A; 80-89, B; 70-79, C; 60-69, D; below  60. F.

 Dates and Readings

May 19
Chapter 1 Overview/History

May 20
Chapter 1 Research Methods

May 21
Chapter 4 Biological Bases 

May 22
Chapter 5 Sensation and Perception

May 26
Exam Chapters 1, 4 and 5

May 27
Chapter 6 Intelligence

May 28
Chapter 7 Memory

May 29
Chapter 8 Learning

June 2

Chapter 2 Personality Theory

June 3

Exam Chapters 2, 6, 7, 8.

June 4

Chapter 9 Social and Cultural Contexts

June 5

Chapter 10 Psychological Disorders

June 9

Chapter 11

June 10
Chapter 12 Emotions and Stress

June 11
Chapter 13 Motives

June 12
Review

June 16 
Exam Chapters 9 through 13

June 19
Final Exam

