Psyc 231 Social Psychology
Summer 2003
Tuesday & Thursday 7:20 – 10:00

Instructor: Sarah Caverly, M.S.

Office Hours:  Monday & Thursday 5:30 – 7:15
Office Location:  David King Hall rm. 1024

Office phone number:  (703)993-1378

Email:  scaverly@gmu.edu or scaverly@yahoo.com
Course Description:

This course will examine the influences of social factors on individual and interpersonal behaviors.  Topics covered include conformity, attitude change, person perception, interpersonal attraction, prejudice, aggression, prosocial behavior, and group behavior.

Course Objectives:
1. To develop a scientific view of social behavior.
2. To gain working knowledge of terms and concepts used in social psychology.
3. To identify and appraise the theoretical, methodological, and ethical controversies of social psychology that have stimulated intellectual debates and empirical research.
4. To learn to apply social psychology to everyday life.
Required Readings:


Baron, & Byrne (2003).  Social Psychology, 10/E.  Allyn & Bacon, New York.

Course Requirements:

1. Reading:  Readings are assigned from the required text.  Students will be expected to follow along with the reading from the text materials according to the course outline below.

2. Exams:  There will be three exams throughout the course of the semester.  The exams dates are detailed on the outline below.  Make-up exams will be given at the instructors discretion and will be given only under extreme circumstances.  Each exam will be worth 100 pts.

3. Class attendance:  Discussions in class of the assigned readings are an important part of the learning process for this course, and the examinations will reflect these class discussions accordingly.  In addition, there will be videotapes and class activities during class time, and students are responsible for the information contained in these. Students will receive credit for their participation in in-class exercises and take home projects.  Those absent will not be allowed to make-up these in-class or take home project points.  Some of the take home projects will require students to use the internet to locate the information.
4. Research Paper:  Student will be required to write a research review paper on a topic within Social Psychology of their choice.  The paper should contain a review of the research available, as well as a section concerning what information is missing from the current research and new areas of research that are possible.  The paper will be broken down into four phases, selecting a topic, a brief abstract/summary of the topic, a reference list, and the final paper.  Refer to the course outline for dates.  It is expected that students will perform topic searches using the library databases and the internet in order to obtain current research.  
Grading procedures:

Exams (100 points each)
300 pts.

In-Class projects

150 pts.

Research paper


225 pts (total)

A   = 628 – 675

C+ = 526 - 539

A-  = 627 – 607

C   = 492 - 525

B+ = 587 - 606 

C-  = 472 - 491

B   = 560 – 586 

D   = 405 - 471

B-  = 540 – 559

F   = 404 and below

Extra Credit:  
Students can earn up to 15 extra credit points to be added to their point total at the end of the semester by participating in psychology research experiments.  For each research hour a student completes, he/she will earn 5 extra credit points – extra credit points will only be awarded for a total of 3 research hours.  If a student signs up for a research experiment and does not cancel their appointment and/or fails to show up he/she will loose 5 points from his/her total grade. 

OR
Students can earn 15 extra credit points to be added to their point total at the end of the semester by participating in the following activities:
a. Participate in the “Day of Compassion” which will occur on June 20.  To participate in this event, your challenge will be to live each minute of the day in as compassionate a way as possible.  In other words, for a full 24-hour period your highest priority should be to treat others with the utmost kindness, caring, and consideration.  (Note:  to minimize any bias in social reactions, it is best if you do not tell others about the class assignment until the Day of Compassion is over).  When carrying out this assignment, leave no behavior unexamined.  It is up to you to define what compassion is and to decide how best to realize it.  At the beginning of class on June 24, turn in a social psychological analysis of what the day was like (limited to two typewritten double-spaced page).  You might address some of the following questions;  How did you define compassion, and who did you focus your efforts on?  What are the psychological costs and benefits of behaving compassionately?  How did others respond to your kindness?  Do you think they noticed a difference in your behavior?
b. Think of a group to which you belong (e.g. male, female, athlete, computer wiz, heterosexual, gay man/lesbian).  Now place yourself in a minority situation (e.g., if you’re a man, go into Victoria’s Secret; if you’re heterosexual, go to a meeting of Lambda Student Alliance).  Write a one-page summary of your experience, drawing on at least two of the topics talked about in our section on targets of stereotypes.  This is due before July 17.

Honor Code:  


Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code.


Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of particular exam times or answers between students may take place.  For the Final paper and reflection papers, students can assist each other in the form of helping with library research procedures, proofreading drafts, and discussing the assignment, but the student whose name appears on the paper must be the author of the work.


Violations of the honor code will not be tolerated in this course and immediate reporting of any violations will take place according to the University procedures.

Special Assistance:  


If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.) see me the first week of class.

Course Outline

Date:




Topic



Readings

June 3


The Field of Social Psych

Chap. 1
June 5                                 Social Perception                               Chap. 2
June 10


Social Cognition


Chap. 3
June 12


Attitudes



Chap. 4






Paper topic due to Instructor (25 pts)
June 17


Exam 1 Chap. 1- 4


June 19


Social Identity



Chap 5
June 20


Day of Compassion!

June 24


Prejudice



Chap 6




Abstract of paper topic (50 pts.)
June 26


Interpersonal Relationships

Chap 7
July 1



Close Relationships


Chap 8
July 3


No Class – Enjoy the long weekend!
July 8



Exam 2  Chap 5 - 8
July 10


Social Influence


Chap 9




List of 5 empirical research articles for paper (50 pts.)
July 15


Prosocial Behavior


Chap 10
July 17


Aggression



Chap 11



     Final Draft of Paper Due (100 pts)
July 22


Groups



Chap 12
July 24


FINAL EXAM  Chap 9 - 12
