
PSYC 313 - CHILD PSYCHOLGY - SECTION B01

George Mason University - Summer, 2003

TR 7:20 - 10:00 P.M.

Robinson - A-210

Professor:  Vilma Nadal, Ph.D.

Office: 2068 David King Hall

Phone: (301) 571 - 4898

E-mail: bonafe@aol.com

Office hours:  6:15 - 7:20 P.M.

______________________________________________________________________________

Course Objectives:

1.  To develop an understanding of major theories of child development and the strengths and shortcomings of each.

2.  To identify and discuss research strategies for investigating child development.

3.  To learn of both the sequence of child development and the processes that underlie it.

4.  To study and understand the interdependency of all aspects of development-physical, cognitive, emotional, and social.

5.  To recognize and understand the impact of context and culture on child development.

6.  To understand the joint contributions of biology and environment to development.

7.   To develop an appreciation of the interrelatedness of theory, research, and applications.

Text:    Berk,  L.E. (2003).  Child Development (6th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

              Berk, L. & Paladino, J. (2003). Study Guide (6th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Course Requirements:

1.  Exams: There will be three partial exams and a final exam.  All exams will be multiple choice.

         (30%)  Highest two grades of the three midterm exams.

         (20%)  Final Exam.

2.  Class Participation: (10%) - Attendance records and class participation will account for 10% of the grade.
3.  Class Presentation: (20%) Each student will participate in a group presentation on one of the following topics: biology and the environment, cognitive development, language development, personality and social development, cultural influences, and social issues such as education and health.  

Groups should be composed of not more than 4 persons.  During the first and second class topics will be identified and students will sign up for the topic they choose to present.  Students need the instructor’s approval.  The presentation must include: significance of the topic, a review of  five or more sources (from professional journals, or books on child development), discussion of the review, conclusions, and recommendations.  The oral presentation should not be longer than 20 minutes.

4.  Synopses: (20%)  Four synopses, including a personal reaction, from four articles on child development published in professional journals.  Each reaction should be one or two page long and written in APA style.

5.  Extra Credit:  You can read a book on child development and write a two-page reaction paper (due on July 17).  This paper can be worth up to five points towards your final grade.   

Honor Code: You are expected to follow all aspects of GMU Honor System and Code.  Exams and individual projects in this course must be your own work.

Special accommodations:  Please see me as soon as possible if you need special accommodations.

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READINGS

June 3      Introduction

June 5      Chapter 1 -  History, Theory, and Applied directions.

                 Chapter 2 -  Research Strategies.

June 10    Chapter 3 & 4 -  Biological Foundations; Infancy

                 First Oral Presentation

June 12    Chapter 5 - Physical Development

                 Oral Presentation/First synopsis due. 

June 17    Chapter 6 - Cognitive Development (Reading to be assigned)

June 19    Chapter 7 - Cognitive Development (Reading to be assigned).

                  EXAM 1 - (Chapters 1-5, assigned readings). 

June 24    Chapter 8 – Intelligence (Readings to be assigned).

                  Second synopsis due.    

June 26    Chapter 9 – Language Development.
                  Readings to be assigned.

July   1     Chapter 10 - Emotional Development (Extra reading).

                 Chapter 11 – Self and Social Understanding
                     Third synopsis due.

July   3     Holiday - No class.

July   8         Cultural Influences.
                      Second Exam (Chapters 6-9).
July 10        Chapter 12 – Moral Development. (Extra readings).

July 15          Chapter 13 – Sex Differences and Gender Roles.

                      Fourth synopsis due.

July 17          Chapters 14 & 15 – Culture, family, peers, media , and schooling.

                      Third Exam (Chapters 10-13).
July 22          Last Class.  Review. 
July 24          Final Exam - 7:30 - 10:15 P.M.


