Behavior Disorders of Childhood

PSYC 414 Section C01

Instructor: Sherry Eyer, Ph.D.

Phone: (703) 475-6499

Box: Psychology Department Mailroom
e-mail: seyer@gmu.edu

Location: West Building 258


Dates: June 30-July 28, Monday-Thursday

Times: 11:45a.m. To 1:50 p.m.

Date of Final Exam: July 31.

Office Hours and Location: 30 minutes after each class day or by appointment: DK2068

Required Text:

Wicks-Nelson, R., & Israel, A. C.  (2000). Behavior disorders of childhood (4th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Honor Code:

The Honor Code of George Mason University, as described in the University Handbook, will be enforced throughout the duration of this course.  Students are expected to be familiar with this code and strictly adhere to its provisions.  Further, students are strongly encouraged to assist the instructor in enforcing the Honor Code. Suspected violations of this code will be reported to the Honor Court.

Course Description:

This course is intended to provide an overview of major topics in the field of child psychopathology.  Theory, behavioral presentation, etiology, diagnostic considerations, assessment, and treatment of the primary behavioral and emotional disorders of childhood and adolescents will be discussed.  There will be an emphasis on risk and protective factors, as well as biological, social, and environmental influences within a developmental framework. Current research will be reviewed in an attempt to understand the complexity and controversy in defining many of these disorders.  In addition to reading assignments, class discussion and case presentations are designed to increase understanding and awareness of these topics.  

Evaluation:

Grades will be based on the mid-term and final exams and two short answer quizzes. Each exam will be equally weighted and will make up 60% of the final grade (each is worth 30%).  The quizzes will make up 30% of the final grade (each is worth 15%).  The remaining 10% of the grade is based on class participation.  Make-up exams will only be given for compelling and significant reasons (note from doctor or other documentation would be required).  The grading system is as follows: A (90-100), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (60-69), F (below 60).

Extra Credit:

The optional assignment is to select a low-incidence disability that is agreed upon in advance by the student and the instructor.  Included should be a description of the disorder, its etiology, and available/effective treatments of the disability. An accurate, well-written paper could add an additional 10% to the overall grade.  

 Dates and Readings

June 30
Introduction

July 1

Chapter 1 Defining Disorder

July 2

Chapter 2 The Developmental Context

July 3 

Chapter 3 Approaches to Behavior Disorders

July 7

Chapter 4 Research Methodologies

July 8

Chapter 5 Assessment

July 9 

Quiz and Chapter 6 Anxiety Disorders

July 10

Chapter 7 Depression

July 14

Chapter 8 Conduct Disorders

July 15

Chapter 9 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

July 16

mid-term Exam

July 17

Chapter 10 Mental Retardation

July 21

Chapter 11 Language and Learning Disabilities

July 22

Chapter 12 Autism and Schizophrenia

July 23

Quiz and Chapter 13 Eating and Elimination Disorders

July 24

Chapter 14 Psychological Factors Affecting Medical Conditions

July 28 
Chapter 15 Early Identification and Prevention  



EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT DUE

July 31

Final Exam

Extra Course Credit:

Students may enroll simultaneously in PSYC 328 for additional course credit.  Please see Dr. Hurley in the Department of  Psychology for further information.

