PSYCHOLOGY 211(B02)– Developmental Psychology

SUMMER 2004

MW  7:20-10:00 pm

DK 2053

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Patricia Wanschura




Office:
David-King 2020




Phone:
703-993-4118




Email:
pwanschu@gmu.edu



Office hours:     MW  3:30-4:30 pm; 





            Other times by appointment

TEXT:
Papalia, D., Olds, S., and Feldman, R. (2004). Human Development (9th ed). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.

GOAL:
We will study development throughout the entire lifespan, from conception to death, in such areas as physical, cognitive and psychosocial development. Our goal is to use theory, research and observation to deepen our understanding and awareness of ongoing development in all stages of life.

TECHNOLOGY:
We will be using Web CT for the syllabus, chapter notes, class activities, and grades. The best way to contact me is through e-mail.


To use Web CT you will need to go to http://webct38.gmu.edu. You click on Login and it will then ask for your user name (your Mason e-mail name – see sheet in class) and your password (the last 4 digits of your student number/social security number). Then a list of courses you have on webct will appear and you click on Psy 211(B02)

EXAMS:
There will be 4 exams and a final. Each exam will consist of objective questions (multiple choice, true/false, matching). You will need a GREEN scantron (882-ES) – it’s the older one without the student ID. (50 points each). The final will be worth 35 pts.


In addition, there will be a cumulative, all objective, exam given on the same day at the same time as the final, after the final is completed, which can be used to SUBSTITUTE for a missed exam or a low grade. This REPLACEMENT EXAM is optional. I would suggest a study strategy of reviewing old exams (1/3 of the questions will be taken from old exams) and looking over chapter summaries. (50 points)

MISSED EXAMS:
If you are unable to make an exam (e.g. illness, business, etc.), you must leave a message on my voice mail or e-mail BEFORE the scheduled exam. Otherwise you will have to use the optional cumulative exam to replace it. If you qualify to make up the exam since you contacted me before the exam for a legitimate reason, it should be done as soon as possible.

OBSERVATION PAPER: There will be one short paper (2-3 pages) based on an observation of behavior of a particular individual. Complete details will be included on a separate sheet. Due 7/14/04. (20 pts) 

CLASS ACTIVITIES:
Frequently we will have class discussions or other graded class activities.  There will be 10 of these. You must be in class to do them. You can make up two of these. The topic will be posted on webct after each discussion has occurred. All make-ups must be turned in by 10:00 pm on 7/21/04. (Up to 3 points each, depending on quality of response)

EXTRA CREDIT:
1) There will be 2 extra credit true/false questions on each regular exam.

2) You can clip ONE article from a recent newspaper or magazine or print an article from the internet on a topic relevant to the course. The article should be turned in with a cover sheet including the name and source of the article and a paragraph summarizing it, commenting on its value, interest, support of the text, contradiction to the text – something that would encourage me to read the article. Last day to turn in extra credit is 7/19/04 by 10:00 pm. I would suggest you do it early in the semester. (3 pts)

GRADES:
Grades will be based on a total of 285 points – Exams 1-4 (50 pts each)- 200; Final – 35; Activities (10)(3 pts each) – 30. Observation (20 pts). Letter grades will be A=265 pts;

A- = 256.5 pts; B+ = 248 pts;  B= 236.5 pts; B- = 228 pts; C+ = 219.5 pts; C = 199.5 pts; 

D = 171 pts; F = Below 171 pts.

DUE DATES: 
The observation paper is due on 7/14/04. There will be a 4 pt deduction from the grade you would have received for each day it is late. NO make-up activities and no observation papers will be accepted after 7/21/04 at 10:00 pm. No extra credit will be accepted after 7/19/04 at 10:00 pm.

HONOR CODE: 
All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.


SYLLABUS*

M  6/7                  Chap 1 & 2

W  6/9

Chap 2 & 3

M  6/14

Chap 3 & 4 

W  6/16

EXAM 1 (Ch 1-4) and  Chap 5 

M 6/21

Chap 6 & 7

W 6/23

Chap 7 & 8

M 6/28

EXAM 2 (Ch 5-8) and Chap 9

W 6/30

Chap 10 & 11

M 7/5

Holiday

W 7/7

Chap 11 & 12 

M 7/12

EXAM 3 (Ch 9-12) and  Chap 13

W 7/14

Chap 14 & 15  - OBSERVATION DUE

M  7/19

15 & 16

W 7/21

EXAM 4 (Ch 13-16) and Chap 17  

M 7/26

Chap 18 & 19

W  7/28 

FINAL EXAM  (Ch 17-19) and OPTIONAL REPLACEMENT EXAM 


7:30-10:15 pm       

N.B. Each regular exam will be given from 7:20-8:10 pm. After a 10 minute break, we will start the new material at 8:20 pm.

Last day to add 6/16

Last day to drop with no tuition liability – 6/16

Last day to drop –6/21

*Syllabus is subject to change as necessary
Psy 211  OBSERVATION PAPER            DUE DATE – July 14, 2004                    (20 points)

This paper is designed to help make you aware of the behavior of people at various stages in the lifespan. You are to observe and describe vignettes of behavior that reflect several aspects of development at a particular age. You will need to relate the behavior to theory and research as described in the notes and text.. 

You do not need informed consent to observe public behavior in a public place, so I would suggest observing in a restaurant (e.g. McDonald's), a playground, a play area (e.g. Fair Oaks by Penney's), in a grocery store, in a mall, in a church, at a fireworks display, etc. If you would like to observe the children of family or friends in a private setting, you will need to get verbal consent.

We will break the life span into 7 stages for this project. You will need to find a vignette for one of them.

1) Infancy (birth – 18months)


5) Young adulthood (20 – 40 years)

2) Preschool (3 – 5 years)


6) Middle adulthood (40-65 years)

3) Middle childhood ( 6- 12 years)

7) Late adulthood (65 years and older)

4) Adolescence (12-20 years)

Since we will only have covered up to Young Adulthood by the time the paper is due, I would suggest you pick one of the first 4 age ranges. If you really want to cover a later age, you will need to incorporate the aspects of development as covered in the text.

STEPS:

1) Observe a sequence of behaviors. Pick an interesting sequence that includes several behaviors. Then set the stage and describe what happened. This is not a formal observation, so you will not need to make a running record of behavior – just the “gist”.  (BE UNOBTRUSIVE!)

For example, you observe an infant approximately 13 months of age in a highchair in a restaurant. (McDonald’s). He is carefully picking up toys and throwing them over the side, varying the drop place. Then he looks up and smiles at the woman with him (his mother?) and makes repetitive consonant and vowel sounds. He also points at a young child (his brother?) , saying a word and banging a car on the tray.

2) Then, you need to relate what you observed to various aspects of development typical of the age.  For example, you can talk about Piaget’s stage of cognitive development (sensorimotor – substage 5 – tertiary circular reaction, dropping the toys while varying the drop), physical development (e.g. sitting well, pincer grasp, walking once out of high chair, feeding self etc), attachment (smile at Mom), sibling relationships, language development (babbling, one word sentences), Erikson (trust vs mistrust/autonomy vs shame and doubt), etc.

3) Then you need to describe other aspects of typical development for the age that you did not discuss in #2. There are multiple areas of development – physical, cognitive, language, emotional, social, gender, etc. Be sure to include Piaget and Erikson. Since the age periods cover so many years, tailor your information for the specific estimated age of the person you observed.

So, after I read both parts 2 and 3,  I should have a complete picture of typical development for the specific age you observed.

- Be creative. Make it fun for me to read, as well as developmentally sound!

- Paper should be TYPED. There is no rigid length requirement – but I expect it will take 2-4 pages.

· There will be a 4 pt deduction for each class period the paper is late. No observation papers will be accepted after  7/21/04 at 10:00 pm.

