

SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY
PSYC 231 Section 001 Summer Session C:

MTWR 9:30 a.m. - 11:35 a.m.

David King 2053
Instructor: Kate Morse

Email:  kmorse1@gmu.edu
Office:  Robinson B 213

Phone: 703-993-3706 x 4

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 11:45a.m. – 12:45p.m. and by appointment

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Overview and Objectives: 
The realm of social psychology is far-reaching, including such topics as self-presentation, persuasion, social influence, friendship, romantic attraction, helping, aggression, stereotyping and prejudice, group performance, and leadership.  In this course, we explore the causes and consequences of such social thoughts, feelings, and behaviors, focusing on how social forces interact with “who we are” to shape our encounters with others.

Our objective will be a scientific investigation of social forces and their impact.  A second goal of this course is to teach you how to understand, appreciate, and critically evaluate, as an intelligent lay person, empirical studies in the behavioral sciences.

Text: Kenrick, D. T., Neuberg, S. L., & Cialdini, R. B.  (2002).  Social Psychology:  Unraveling the Mystery (2nd edition).  Needham Heights, MA:  Allyn & Bacon.

I encourage class discussion—of the lecture material and of related topics.  Please feel free to ask questions whenever they are appropriate.  

Your Grade:

There are a total of 270 possible points.  Although the book is required reading, as are the research articles, good performance on exams will require that you attend class and understand the concepts and findings presented there.  It would be a serious mistake to believe you can do well in this course by merely reading the book. Here’s how those points break down:

· Three exams worth 50 points each.

· There are no make-up exams.  Please note exam dates on the above course schedule.

· The mid-term exams are not cumulative.  The final exam will be cumulative.

· Each exam will be composed of multiple-choice questions and a few short answers.  

· Three reaction papers worth 30 points each.

· Papers are due at the beginning of class on the dates specified in the above course schedule.  Late papers will not be accepted.

· These reaction papers will be short (minimum of 3 and maximum of 4 pages) and should be just that – your reaction.  My reaction to what?  It can be your reaction to something we have discussed in class that surprised you.  It can be your reaction to a movie or TV show you have seen in which you recognized a social psychology concept.  Or, it can be your reaction to an event in your own life in which you realized that something we have discussed in class was relevant or helpful.  

· Reaction papers will be evaluated on:  spelling, grammar, clarity, extent to which you demonstrate understanding of the concept you are discussing, extent to which the story/experience you are describing is related the concept, and the extent to which you have integrated your own thoughts and ideas.  

· Two group presentations worth 15 points each.

· You will work in small groups to come up with a fun way to demonstrate (act out) a concept or experiment we have discussed in class.  These should be fun/in-formal presentations.  

· Group presentations will be evaluated on:  enthusiasm, extent to which all group members are actively participating, extent to which you demonstrate understanding of the concept/experiment, and your ability to answer questions about the concept/experiment.

· The final grades will be based on the following scale:

· A)  90 – 100

· B)  80 – 89

· C)  70 – 79

· D)  60 – 69 

* HONOR CODE: All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class, and these are detailed in the university catalog. The bottom line is:  do NOT cheat, do NOT plagiarize, do NOT lie to me, and do NOT steal.  If you have questions about any of this, please ask me.
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READINGS

	DATE


	TOPIC
	CLASS ASSIGNMENT

	M  6/28
	Course Overview; Introduction to Social Psychology
	Chapter 1, pp. 1 - 16



	T  6/29
	Research Methods
	Chapter 1, pp. 16 - 33.  

	W  6/30

	The Person and the Situation


	Chapter 2 

	Th  7/1
M  7/5


	Social Cognition:  Understanding Ourselves and Others 

Presenting the Self 


	Chapter 3; Reaction Paper 1 Due
Chapter 4

	T  7/6

W  7/7

Th  7/8


	Group Presentations
EXAM I (covering everything through Self Presentation)/

Persuasion


	Chapter 5

	M  7/12

T  7/13

W  7/14

Th 7/15
	Social Influence
Love and Romantic Relationships

Prosocial Behavior
EXAM II (covering everything from Persuasion through Prosocial Behavior)/


	Chapter 6

Chapter 8 ; Reaction Paper 2 Due
Chapter 9



	M  7/19
	Aggression

	Chapter 10

	T  7/20
	Prejudice, Stereotyping, & Discrimination
	Chapter 11

	W  7/21 


	Groups
	Chapter 12


	Th  7/22
	Loose ends/ Integrating Social Psychology
	Chapter 14; Reaction Paper 3 Due

	M  7/26
	Group Presentations
	

	T  7/27
	Review
	

	Th  7/29
	FINAL EXAM
	Cumulative





