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This course is an introduction to the profession of school psychology and centers on the history of school psychology, the different role and functions of school psychologists, legal and ethical issues, and professional issues and standards.  

Course Objectives:

1. To provide students with knowledge about the roles and functions of school psychologists.  

2. To provides students with knowledge about the history and foundations of school psychology.

3. To provide students with knowledge of the code of ethics school psychologists must apply to the practice of school psychology.

4. To provide students with the knowledge of the laws relevant to school psychology.

5. To provide students with the knowledge of the professional issues surrounding the practice of school psychology and standards of practice to which they strive to adhere.

Required Text:



Thomas, A., & Grimes, J. (Eds.)  (2002).  Best practices in school psychology IV.  Washington D.C.: NASP  

Supplemental Text:


Fagan, Thomas, & Wise, Paula.  (2000).  School psychology: Past, present and the future (2nd Ed.).   Bethesda, MD: NASP

Outline:

Week 1   
June 29 and July 1
Introduction, Roles, and legal and ethical issues

Chapters 4-5





Appendices - pgs 1615 to 1749
Week 2       
July 6 and 8  

History and development of school psyc





Chapters 1, 15 – history papers due

Week 3
July 13 and 15

Special Education Process






Child Study, Eligibility, IEP’s, 504’s

Week 4
July 20 and 22

Specific populations and assessment






Chapters 79, 81, 84, 89, 93  - state requirements

Week 5 
July 27 and 29

Consultation and Interventions






Chapters 33, 35, 38, 40, 41, 43

Week 6
August 3 and 5
Professional Issues and standards (certification)






Chapters 10, 12, 13, 19 -  paper due
Week  7
August 10 and 12
Current Issues – Behavior Performance






Chapters 58, 59, 61, 62, 64, 67, 70, 71, 74






Interviews due
Course Requirements: 

Interviews:

Field experience - students will be required to interview two different school personnel:  school psychologist, regular education teacher, special education teacher, or school administrator (principal or assistant principal).  The interview should focus on how each of these personnel views the mission of education and how the role of the school psychologist fits that mission.  Each interview should take approximately 30 minutes.  A summary and overall integrated reaction to the interview is required for each interview.  This project is due by July 29th.   

Certification:

Each student should pick two states other than Virginia and research the certification requirements for school psychologists in those states.  
History:  Each student will be given the name of a psychologist who has contributed to the development of our profession and asked to complete a 1 to 2 page paper to share with the class.  

Paper:

Students are required to write one term paper (10 to 12 pages) in APA format that pertains to an area of interest related to school psychology.  Examples – an alternative role for the practice of school psychology; a case law and how it has impacted the field of school psychology; special populations.   Topics are due July 1 and will need approval.  

Grading criteria:

Interviews 


20%

Certification


20%

Paper



40%

History


20%

