Physiological Psychology

PSYC 372, SUMMER 2005 (B01)

Instructor:
Laura Smith (lsmithv@gmu.edu) 

Office ph #:
703-993-1358
Class time:
Tues/Thurs 7:20pm – 10:00pm 

Class location:
Rob B120 


Office/WebCT hrs:
Tues 10:30-11:30am & by appt.
Office location:
DK 2027/lab
Note:  Email is the preferred and most reliable way to reach me.  

Required for this course:
· Kalat, J.W. (2004). Biological Psychology, 8th Ed.  Thomson Wadsworth
· Occasional reading supplements will be announced in class and on WebCT.
Recommended (but not required):

· Hull, E.M.  (2004). Study Guide for Kalat’s Biological Psychology 8th Ed.  

Course Goals:  Students will learn basic brain anatomy, neuronal structure and function, as well as processes contributing to several behaviors, such as drug addiction. 
Things to Know:  It is strongly recommended that you attend class, since this material will be on quizzes & exams.  If you must miss class—please go to a classmate first for notes. I will be glad to meet with you for any questions after you do this.  NOTE: You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modifications made in class each week whether you are present or not. 

Technology Statement:  This course will require communication via your GMU email account (make sure it is active) and use of WebCT (know your user name & password & make sure your browser is compatible; see http://www.webct.com/tuneup). 
Required weekly quizzes will accessible online in your WebCT account (sign in @ https://webct41.gmu.edu).  You may use your text & class notes for WebCT quizzes.  The purpose is to give you incentive to keep up with the material each week.  Quizzes are due each Friday at 3:00pm (no exceptions) and will cover the week’s topic(s).  Your lowest 2 WebCT quiz grades will be dropped; there is no make-up for missed quizzes.  
Exams will be given as outlined below.  Your lowest exam grade will be dropped—no make-up exams will be given!   In the event that a student must miss two exams, the final exam will be double counted. MC answers on exams must be on scantrons, which you purchase at the bookstore.  In-class Pop-Quizzes may be administered if deemed appropriate; there will be no dropped or make-up Pop-Quizzes unless a doctor’s note or other valid reason (at my discretion) is presented.
Cheating & plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported to the University Honor Board &/or penalized.  This means that exam & quiz performance is your own, with no outside assistance.  However, you may use any means to learn the material; I encourage study groups & WebCT discussions.  You may audiotape lectures for study purposes.  
Some of the material in this course can be difficult to grasp.  Be patient—by listening in class, putting appropriate effort into weekly quizzes/reading, & talking to classmates & me, it will become more familiar.  I welcome questions via e-mail anytime.  I am also glad to meet with you during office hours or by appointment.  

Students with documented special needs should see me at their earliest opportunity.  

	Date:
	
	Tentative Course Schedule:
	Reading Due:

	June 7
	Basic Neuro-Anatomy

	Introduction/Nerve Cells & Impulses
	Chap 2

	June 9
	
	Communication at Synapses

Anatomy of Brain & Nervous System
	Chap 3

Chap 4 (Modules 4.1 & 4.2)

	June 14
	
	Anatomy of the Brain & NS (cont’d)

Movement
	Chap 4 (Module 4.3)

Chap 8

	June 16
	
	Exam #1
	June 7-June 14

	June 21
	Plasticity in the Brain
	Brain Development and Plasticity
Lateralization
	Chap 5

Chap 14—Module 14.1

	June 23
	
	Language

Biology of Learning and Memory
	Chap 14—Module 14.2

Chap 13

	June 28
	
	Drug Addiction
	Chap 15—Module 15.1

	June 30
	
	Exam #2
	June 21-June 28

	July 5
	
	No class meeting (University Holiday)
	none

	July 7
	Senses
	Vision
	Chap 6

	July 12
	
	Other Sensory Systems & 

Attention
	Chap 7

	July 14
	
	Exam #3
	July 7-July 12

	July 19
	Bodily Regulation
	Wakefulness and Sleep
	Chap 9

	July 21
	
	Internal Regulation

Sex Hormones
	Chap 10

Chap 11—Module 11.1 

	July 26
	
	Sexual Behavior

Emotional Behavior
	Chap 11—Module 11.2

Chap 12

	July 28
	
	Final Exam (during regular class time)
	Cumulative (50% of final

 from July 19 – 26th)


Remember!—Check WebCT each week for occasional additional readings.

Grading (weights):

Quizzes


10%
Participation (in class & WebCT)
5%
Exams


85%
A+ (97%+); A (93-96%);


A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%);


B (83-86%); B- (80-82%);


C+ (77-79%); C (73-76%); 


C- (70-72%); D (60-69%); 


F (59% & below)
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